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Greetings as we ócount downô to the start of another great hoops season in Ohio.  This 
ñPre-Season Manualò has been complied for coaches and officials to serve as a 
reference throughout the year.  It includes materials you have received in the past along 
with many items from the basketball sportsô regulations highlighted throughout.  Though 
information is contained for coaches and officials, both will receive the same manual. 

As in the past, attendance at a state rules interpretation meeting is mandatory.  I 
strongly recommend and encourage attendance by the head coach, however, OHSAA 
Bylaws require the head varsity coach, assistant coach, or an athletic administrator of 
each boys team and each girls team attend at least one meeting.  Attendance is required 
in order to be eligible to enter the OHSAA sponsored tournament.  Coaches of junior high 
teams are encouraged to attend as well.  Attendance is also mandatory for all officials.  
In order to receive credit for attending a meeting, you must be present within 10 minutes 
of the start of the meeting and stay until the conclusion of the meeting.  Though they are 
included in this manual, locations and times can always be found on the web at 
www.ohsaa.org. 

Playing rules governing OHSAA basketball stem from the National Federation (NFHS) 

and the OHSAA. NFHS Rules govern all playing rules while OHSAA Sport Regulations 
govern specific rules to Ohio.  No coach, administrator, or official has the authority to 
modify or set aside these rules. 

As most of you are aware, the OHSAAòs Board of Directors approved a request to begin 
practice earlier than previous years for the upcoming season.  Though this is addressed 

in this manual, Coaching may begin no earlier than Friday, October 30 for girls and 
Friday, November 6 for boys.  

Communication is a key in the successful administration of any of our sports.  I 
encourage you to ask questions or seek assistance by first going through your Athletic 
Administrator.  With the extremely high volume of calls and emails, it truly is the most 
efficient way for us to meet the needs of our schools.   Additionally, nearly all 
informational items can be found on the web at www.ohsaa.org and navigating to the 
óBasketballò site.   Please take the time to review the materials provided.  At the 
beginning and the conclusion of the season we receive such a high volume of calls from 
middle school and sub-varsity coaches.  We encourage YOUR communication with them 
to help us operate as efficiently as possible. As always, however, if you have any 
questions, or I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. Due to the 
incredible high volume of calls, email is preferred (jsnodgrass@ohsaa.org). 
 
This is wishing each of you a successful basketball season.  I commend you for your 
time and effort working with the student-athletes in Ohio. 
 
 

Yours In High School Sports, 

Jerry Snodgrass, 

Assistant Commissioner 

A Message from OHSAA Assistant Commissioner, 

Jerry Snodgrass 

http://www.ohsaa.org/
mailto:jsnodgrass@ohsaa.org


 

 
 
        
 
 
 
 

     
   

 
 

 

 
 

OHSBCA 
Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association 

 

OHSBCA Officers 
President 

Wally Vickers, Lakota East 

First Vice President 

Tom Barrick, Wheelersburg 

Second Vice President 

Greg Nossaman, Olentangy Liberty 

Treasurer 

Wayne Wiseman, Springfield 

Secretary 

Bob Von Kaenel, Dover 

First Past President 

Dave Froelich, Van Wert 

Second Past President 

Joe Balough, Ontario 

 

OHSBCA District Directors  
District 1 

  Dan Gorski, Youngstown Liberty 

District 2 

Sean OôToole, Cleveland St. Ignatius 

District 3  
 Bob Walsh, Elyria 

District 4 

Tom McBride, Uniontown Lake 

District 5 

Joe Dunlevy, Indian Creek 

District 6 

Tim Birie, Galion 

District 7 

Tim Shoemaker, Sylvania Northview 

District 8 

Mike Kanney, Coldwater 

District 9 

Tom Rettig, Greenville 

Distric t 10 

Tony Bisutti, Dublin Scioto 

District 11 

Pete Liptrap, Pickerington North 

District 12 

Dan Schwieterman, Shenandoah 

District 13 

Norm Persin, Oak Hill 

District 14 

Doug Stiverson, Logan Elm 

District 15 

Pat Murphy, Lebanon 

District 16 

Joe Cambron, Milford 
 

 
 

The Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association is voluntary, non-profit organization that 
was formed in 1947 by basketball coaches in Ohio. Today, the OHSBCA is one of the largest 
coaches associations in the country with more than 4,000+ members.  The OHSBCA is organized 
into 16 separate districts and are governed by officers. The objectives of this body include: 

- To promote a harmonious relationship between principals and coaches in their respective 
schools concerning the administration of the game of basketball. 

- To promote pure, wholesome, amateur interscholastic basketball in the schools of Ohio. 
- To help maintain the highest possible standards in interscholastic basketball and the 

basketball coaching profession, and to work together for the improvement of conditions in 
Ohio High School Basketball. 

- To secure a better understanding of the problems of high school basketball coaches and 
to place at the disposal of coaches, sources of information. 

- To have a representative group of coaches to which may be referred basketball problems 
of general interest in the hope of creating better relationships between high schools and 
a sympathetic understanding of all basketball problems. 

- To promote good fellowship and social contacts among coaches. 
- To honor and recognize players and coaches for their achievements and 

accomplishments in Ohio Basketball. 
- To honor and recognize other people outside the organization who promote Ohio 

Basketball. 

Joining the OHSBCA 
1.  The Ohio High School Basketball Coaches Association holds a membership 

drive each September, the membership drive lasts until December 31 of that 
year.  No memberships will be accepted between January 1 and August 31. 

2. Annual membership fees are only $15.00, 

3. Memberships are active one current season 

The Value of Joining the OHSBCA 
 

1. The OHSBCA maintains a strong Mentoring Program in each District. 
2. Mentors are there to help with designing practice plans to helping 

interpret the rules of the game.  They maintain a strong interest in 
the importance of high school basketball and insuring strong coaches 
from generation to generation.  Mentoring lists are available from 
the website a 
 http://www.ohiobkcoaches.com/Information/Mentoring_List.htm.   

 
3. The OHSBCA maintains a listing of state records and assists with the 

publication of these records. 
 

4. The OHSBCA promotes the student-athlete in basketball 
through various programs that include: 

o Academic All-Ohio Teams 
o All-State and All-District Teams including óCoaches of the Yearò 
o Coaches Awards (100 game winners, 200 game winners, The Paul Walker 

Award, The Bob Arnzen Award 

o Scholarship Programs providing $15,000.00 to members sons/daughters 

The Ohio High School 

Basketball Coaches Association 

Jim Osborne from Gallia Academy 

receives the prestigious Paul 
Walker Award from Bob Von 

Kaenel, Secretary of the OHSBCA 

http://www.ohiobkcoaches.com/Information/Mentoring_List.htm


 

Girls Boys 

 

 

The Ohio High School Athletic Association's mission is to regulate and administer interscholastic athletic competition in a fair and 
equitable manner while promoting the values of participation in interscholastic athletics as an integral part of a student's educational 
experience. The OHSAA represents its member schools by recognizing and promoting academics, the safety of participants, good 
citizenship and lifelong values as the foundation of interscholastic athletics. 

 

 

 
OHSBCA State Clinic: Sunday, September 27 ð Monday, September 28 
Coachesõ Rules Interp. Meeting:  Monday, September 28  12:45 p.m. 

Application Deadline for OHSAA Foundation Game: Friday, November 6, 2009 
OHSAA Foundation Service Week Games:  Wednesday, November 18 - Saturday, December 5, 2009 

 
 
 

 
First Day of Coaching:  Friday, October 30, 2009  First Day of Coaching:  Friday, November 6, 2009 
First High School Preview Date:   November 20, 2009 First High School Preview Date: November 27, 2009 
Regular Season Contests May Begin: November 27, 2009 Regular Season Contests May Begin:  December 4, 2009 
Non-Interscholastic Competition Must End: Feb. 1, 2010 Non-Interscholastic Competition Must End:  Feb. 8, 2010 
Sectional/District Tournament Draw:  Sunday, Feb. 7, 2010 Sectional/District Tournament Draw:  Sunday, Feb. 14, 2010 
Sectional Tournament:  Feb. 15-27, 2010   Sectional Tournament:  Feb. 22-March 6, 2010 
District Tournament:  March 1-6, 2010   District Tournament:  March 8-13, 2010 
Regional Tournament:  March 9-13, 2010   Regional Tournament:  March 16-20, 2010 
State Tournament:  March 18-20, 2010   State Tournament:  March 25-27, 2010 
No-Contact Period:  August  9 ð September 6, 2010  No-Contact Period:  August 9 ð September 6, 2010 

 
Future Dates 

 First Day of Coaching 2010-11:  October 29, 2010  First Day of Coaching 2010-11:  November 5, 2010 
 2010-11 Regular Season Contests May Begin: Nov. 26, 2010 2010-11 Regular Season Contests May Begin: Dec. 3, 2010 
 2011 State Tournament:  March 17-19, 2011   2011 State Tournament: March 24-26, 2011 

FORMATION  

 

 
 

Basketball  Informational Links 
OHSAA Basketball Webpage (Girlsõ): http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/bk/girls/default.asp  
OHSAA Basketball Webpage (Boysõ): http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/bk/boys/default.asp  
OHSAA Basketball Sportsõ Regulations: http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/rglts/BK09-10.pdf 
OHSAA GENERAL Sportsõ Regulations: http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/rglts/GenSportsReg09-10.pdf  
Basketball Uniform Regulations: http://www.ohsaa.org/members/uniform.htm#BK  
NFHS (Rules, Court Diagrams, etc.):  http://www.nfhs.org  
Coachesõ Education: http://www.ohsaa.org/EducationAcademy/Coach/default.htm 
Officialsõ Education: http://www.nfhs.org/web/2006/08/officials_education.aspx  
Ohio High School Basketball Coachesõ Association: http://www.ohiobkcoaches.com/index.html 

Jerry Snodgrass Assistant Commissioner 
Oversees the sport & coordinates 
the tournaments 

jsnodgrass@ohsaa.org  

Henry Zaborniak Assistant Commissioner 
Oversees officials programs & 
tournament assignments 

hzaborniak@ohsaa.org 

Sharon Shoemaker Administrative Assistant 
Assists in the coordination of the 
sport & tournaments 

sshoemaker@ohsaa.org 

OHSAA Mission Statement 

 

 

OHSAA Contact Information 

 

 

Important Basketball Dates 

http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/bk/girls/default.asp
http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/bk/boys/default.asp
http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/rglts/BK09-10.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/rglts/GenSportsReg09-10.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/members/uniform.htm#BK
http://www.nfhs.org/
http://www.ohsaa.org/EducationAcademy/Coach/default.htm
http://www.nfhs.org/web/2006/08/officials_education.aspx
http://www.ohiobkcoaches.com/index.html
file:///C:\msaccess\Jdickerson@ohsaa.org
mailto:hzaborniak@ohsaa.org
mailto:sshoemaker@ohsaa.org


 

 

 

As mentioned, Rules Interpretation meetings are mandatory for each school and every basketball official in Ohio.  Few coaches realize 
that all officials in Ohio must not ONLY attend the State Rules meeting, but must also attend 4 LOCAL Association meetings that are 
educational in their nature. Please take the CARD that is located in the inside jacket of the mailing to Coaches and Officials and turn 
this in at the conclusion of the meeting you attend.  Though any member of your school staff may attend, we strongly encourage  the 
HEAD COACH to attend.  Meetings and their locations are listed below and can be viewed at 
http://myohsaa.ohsaa.org/public/stateMeetings.aspx  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2009 Basketball State Rules Interpretation Meetings 

Date/Time   Location       Contact 

10/6/2009 7:15  Meadowbrook High School     Timothy Gibson 
    58615 Marietta Road, Auditorium, Byesville, OH  43725 
 
10/6/2009 7:15  Mentor High School     Philip Garcia 
    6477 Center Street, Lecture Room A, Mentor, OH  44060 
 
10/7/2009 7:15  Bath High School      Donald Mack 
    2850 Bible Road, Auditorium, Lima OH  45801 
 
10/7/2009 7:15  Princeton High School     Matthew Velten 
    11080 Chester Rd., Matthews Auditorium, Cincinnati, OH  45246 
 
10/7/2009 7:15  Western Brown High School     Gary Bloom 
    47 West Main St. Auditorium, Mt. Orab, OH  45154 
 
10/8/2009 7:15  Glenwood Middle School     Carl Davidson 
    1015 44th St. N.W., Little Theatre, Canton, OH  44709 
 
10/12/2009 7:15  Springfield High School     Allen Radlinski 
    1470 S. McCord Rd., Auditorium, Holland, OH  43528 
 
10/13/2009 7:15  Mifflin Alternative Middle School    Donald Green 
    3000 Agler Rd., Columbus, OH  43219 
 
10/14/2009 7:15  Austintown-Fitch High School     Brian Mincher 
    700 S. Raccoon Rd., Auditorium, Austintown, OH  44515 
 
10/15/2009 7:15  Jefferson Community College     Frank Rea, Jr. 
    4000 Sunset Blvd., Lecture Room, Steubenville, OH  43952 
 
10/15/2009 7:15  Orrville High School     Ronald Dessecker 
    841 N. Ella St. , Auditorium, Orrville, OH  44667 
 
10/19/2009 7:15  Ayersville High School     Ned Ewers 
    28046 Watson Rd., Auditorium, Defiance, OH  43512 
 
10/19/2009 7:15  Copley High School     Vern Smith 
    3807 Ridgewood Rd., Auditorium, Copley, OH  44321 
 
10/19/2009 7:15  Heath High School      Kelly Miller 
    300 Licking View Dr., Auditorium, Heath, OH  43056 

Rules Interpretation Meeting Information 

 

 

Attention Coaches (only)! 
Get YOUR Rules Interpretation Meeting in at the annual OHSBCA Clinic on Monday, 

September 28, 2009 at 12:45 p.m. 

http://myohsaa.ohsaa.org/public/stateMeetings.aspx


 

 
10/20/2009 7:15  New Philadelphia High School    Alan Corwin 
    315 Fourth St., NW, Auditorium, New Philadelphia, OH  44663 
 
10/20/2009 7:15  Thomas Ewing Junior High School    Lovell McKee 
    825 E. Fair Ave., Auditorium, Lancaster, OH  43130 
 
10/21/2009 7:15  Indian Lake Middle School     Eric Shroyer 
    8920 C.R. 21, Commons Area, Lewistown, OH  43333 
 
10/22/2009 7:15  Avon High School      Mark Wanyerka 
    37545 Detroit Rd., Auditorium, Avon, OH  44011 
 
10/22/2009 7:15  Franklin High School     Dave Campbell 
    750 East 4th Street, Auditorium, Franklin 45005 
 
10/22/2009 7:15  Southeastern High School     Greg Woods 
    2003 Lancaster Pike, Auditorium, Chillicothe 45601 
 
10/26/2009 7:15  Delaware Hayes High School     Alan Mustard 
    289 Euclid Ave., Auditorium, Delaware, OH  43015 
 
10/26/2009 7:15  Findlay High School     Roger Zorn 
    1200 Broad Ave., Auditorium, Findlay, OH  45840 
 
10/26/2009 7:15  Independence Middle School     Charles Grimm 
    6111 Archwood Rd., Auditorium, Independence, OH  44131 
 
10/27/2009 7:15  Union Local Middle School     Roger Levi, Jr. 
    66779 Belmont-Morristown Rd., Auditorium, Belmont, OH  43718 
 
10/27/2009 7:15  Valley High School      Ronald Miller 
    18215 St. Rt. 728, Auditorium, Lucasville, OH  45648 
 
10/27/2009 7:15  Warren G. Harding High School    Charles Parker 
    860 Elm Rd., Auditorium, Warren, OH  44483 
 
10/28/2009 7:15  Norwalk High School     Keith Newton 
    350 Shady Lane Dr., Ernsthausen Performing Arts Ctr., Norwalk , OH  44857 
 
10/28/2009 7:15  West Carrollton High School     Michael Sims 
    5833 Student St., Auditorium, West Carrollton, OH  45449 
 
11/2/2009 7:15  Independence Middle School     Charles Grimm 
    6111 Archwood Rd., Auditorium, Independence, OH  44131 
 
11/2/2009 7:15  Northland High School     Malt Brown 
    1919 Northcliff Dr., Auditorium, Columbus, OH  43229 
 
11/2/2009 7:15  Upper Valley JVS      R. David Wortman 
    9801 Looney Rd., Piqua, OH  45356 
 
11/4/2009 7:15  Wellston High School     John Derrow 
    200 Golden Rocket Dr., Cafeteria, Wellston, OH  45692 
 
11/9/2009 4:30 p.m.  Make-Up Meeting ($50.00 fee)    Jerry Snodgrass 

   Ramada Plaza & Conference Ctr., Downstairs, 4900 Sinclair Rd., Columbus, OH  43229 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We have encouraged coaches to invite local officials to meet with their team during pre-season workouts or early practices.  It allows 
the officials to meet the athletes and discuss new rules.  It gives athletes an opportunity to ask questions and have a discussion prior to 
game days.  We also recommended inviting an official(s) to a pre-season meeting with team parents.  Again, it provides a forum for 
healthy discussions and an opportunity for parents to learn more about the game. 
 
Pre-season meetings with parents are now mandatory and will most likely occur along with other winter sport teams.  This is 
determined by each schoolôs Athletic Administrator.  This is the time to cover such things as eligibility requirements, individual school 
policies, individual sport polices, sportsmanship issues and expectations travel plans for away contests, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rawlings is the official ball provider for boysô and girlsô basketball as well as supporting the OHSBCA with various products. The 
Rawlings game ball is used at all levels of tournament play.  Other National Federation (NFHS) approved balls are able to be used for 
regular season play, though most coaches choose to use the same ball approved for OHSAA tournament play. 

 Official OHSAA Girlsô Tournament Ball: COMPOHIO285VB 

 Official OHSAA Boysô Tournament Ball: COMPOHIOVB 
 
The smaller basketball (28.5 ï 29ò circumference and 18-20 oz.) is mandatory for use in girlsô basketball grades 7-12 and also in boysô 
basketball for grades 7-8. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All Coaches of Middle School/Jr. High and High School teams MUST: 

- Have completed a Sportsô First Aid Course 
- Possess a valid CPR Card 
- Possess a valid Pupil Activities Supervisor Validation from the Ohio Dept. of Education 
- Have been approved by their local Board of Education or similar governing body 

In June of 2008, the OHSAAôs Board of Directors passed the requirement for all coaches in Ohio to complete the NFHS 
ñFundamentals of Coachingò class on the schedule listed below. There currently are two methods of completing the course; a ñblendedô 
delivery instructed by trained instructors in a classroom setting or ñonlineô accessed through the OHSAA website by clicking on the 
ñCoach Educationò logo on the right or going directly to the site at: http://www.ohsaa.org/EducationAcademy/Coach/default.htm.  
Complete listings of classes through the site at http://www.ohsaa.org/EducationAcademy/Coach/default.htm.  Several mailings were 
sent to school administrators over the course of the 2008-09 school year providing background information and compliance 
information.  Completion of the course is a one time requirement and Coaches in Ohio must complete this course on the following 
schedule: 

 New coaches who have never held a Pupil Activity Certificate: Completion required beginning Jan. 1, 2010 

 Coaches who will Re-new their current Pupil Activity Certificate: Upon Next Renewal after Jan. 1, 2010 

Pre-Season Meetings 

 

 

Coach Certification &Education Requirements 

 

 

Rawlings & Game Ball Information 

 

 

http://www.ohsaa.org/EducationAcademy/Coach/default.htm
http://www.ohsaa.org/EducationAcademy/Coach/default.htm


 

 
 

2009 OHSAA Foundation Basketball Service 

Week 
 

Wednesday, November 18, 2009 ï Saturday, December 5, 2009 

 
  

 

The Ohio High School Athletic Association Foundation was created over ten years ago to provide resources for enhancing 
educational opportunities and services for Ohioôs student-athletes. As part of our continued efforts, the OHSAA Foundation is 
inviting all OHSAA member schools to participate in our expanding community service initiative.  

For those who may not be familiar, ñFoundation Service Weekò provides an opportunity for member schools to participate in a 
community service project(s), as well as a platform to highlight the schoolôs community service activities. Foundation Service 
Week will be highlighted by Foundation Games taking place across the state.   

If member schools elect to participate, they are permitted to use one of their 5 allotted basketball scrimmages to play a live 
game under all normal game conditions.  Foundation Games do not count on a team's record.   

Therefore, many of our licensed OHSAA basketball officials will be invited to work Foundation Games.  During the inaugural 
Service Week, over 340 OHSAA basketball officials donated their time to work Service Week events in support of member school 
efforts. We recognize it is not always possible, but ask that officials consider donating your time for the 2009 Service Week 
Foundation Games. Such generosity permits the participating schools to be more effective in their community service efforts.  
Regarding the 2008 Service Week OHSAA Commissioner Dan Ross said, òWe are very proud of all our officials and have 
been overwhelmed by the number of basketball officials that were so willing to give their time to help support such 
important causes across the state.ó   

As part of the Foundation Game, each participating school is required to make a $250 contribution to the OHSAA Foundation, 
which will be returned to the schools in the form of scholarships, leadership conferences and educational materials for student-
athletes in ALL sports. The Foundation Board has long-range plans for expansion of all programs, as well as the creation of new 
educational materials. All other revenues from the Foundation Game remain with the school for the selected community 
service project. 

Participation packets were mailed to athletic administrators at all OHSAA member schools in May, 2009.  Materials can also be 
found online at www.ohsaafoundation.org.  Applications will be accepted until November 6, 2009.  This initiative provides a 
wonderful opportunity to make a positive impact in communities across the state, while providing educational experiences for 
Ohio students.  Please contact Kim Mahoney (kmahoney@ohsaafoundation.org) with any questions.  We hope you will join us in 
support of the OHSAA Foundation Basketball Service Week and show that your student-athletes are ñKids Who Care.ò   

 

The efforts of the Basketball Coaches in Ohio in conjunction with The OHSAA 
Foundation are appreciated! 

http://www.ohsaafoundation.org/
mailto:kmahoney@ohsaafoundation.org


 

 
 

Ä Identify an opponent 

Ä Finalize the game date and location 

Ä Select a community service project(s) 

Ä Complete online application & submit your OHSAA Foundation contribution 

Ä Confirm your final authorization to participate 

Ä Market your event 

Ä Manage your event 

Ä Submit post-event report 
 

 

Community Service Projects 
 

Oftentimes, schools simply focus on raising money for a selected charity and in some instances that is the best thing to do.  In 2008, 
OHSAA member schools raised money for a wide variety of charities including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

American Cancer Society   American Red Cross  Autism Society of America 
Big Brothers & Big Sisters   Cystic Fibrosis Foundation  Lou Gehrig Foundation 
Make-a-Wish Foundation   Meals on Wheels   Multiple Sclerosis Society 
National Transplant Assistance Fund Ronald McDonald House  Salvation Army 
Soldierôs Angels    Special Olympics   St. Judeôs Childrenôs Hospital 
Susan G. Komen Foundation  United Way   YMCA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Visit us at www.ohsaafoundation.org for complete information! 

OHSAA Foundation Service Week 

 

 
 

School Participation Checklist 

Raising money for a selected charity is wonderful.  However, equally important are those activities where schools collected items 
for the needy or simply gave their time.  Beyond the dollars raised in 2008, Ohio schools collected clothing, books, eyeglasses, toys 
and approximately 30,000 lbs. of food.  One school conducted a blood drive.  In addition, in 2008 Ohio student-athletes actively 
performed service in their communities such as working in local food pantries, reading programs with elementary school students, 
mentoring programs, visiting nursing homes / senior centers, working with athletes at the Special Olympics, clinics for youth players, 
delivered gifts to underprivileged children and community clean-ups.  It is these activities where student-athletes tend to have more 
rewarding and educational experiences.  In some instances, there is a great opportunity to get other groups within the high school 
involved, as well as local elementary and middle schools.   
 

Previously, many schools elected to conduct food drives for their local food pantries.  In 2009, the OHSAA Foundation is working with 
Lebanon City Schools who designed a wonderful program that resulted in the collection of over 23,000 lbs. of food this past fall!  We are 
using the information they so generously have shared with us to create a template to assist other schools interested in conducting a food 
drive.  The food drive template can be found online at www.ohsaafoundation.org.  Select ñFood Drive Templateò from the ñService Weekò 
dropdown menu. 
 

Please feel free to contact us anytime to talk about potential ideas for your community service project! 

http://www.ohsaafoundation.org/
http://www.ohsaafoundation.org/


 

 
 
 
 

From the NFHS Basketball Rules Book 
 
The function of a coach is to educate students through participation in interscholastic competition.  An interscholastic program should 
be designed to enhance academic achievement and should never interfere with opportunities for academic success.  Each student 
should be treated with the utmost respect and his or her welfare should be considered in decisions by the coach at all times.  
Accordingly, the following guidelines for coaches have been adopted by the NFHS Board of Directors. 
 
The Coach shall be aware that he or she has a tremendous influence, for either good or ill, on the education of the student and, thus, 
shall never place the value of winning above the value of instilling the highest ideals of character. 
 
The Coach shall uphold the honor and dignity of the profession.  IN all personal contact with students, officials, athletic directors, 
school administrators, the state high school athletic association, the media and the public, the coach shall strive to set an example of 
the highest ethical and moral conduct. 
 
The Coach shall take an active role in the prevention of drug, alcohol and tobacco abuse. 
 
The Coach shall promote the entire interscholastic program of the school and direct the program in harmony with the total school 
program. 
 
The Coach shall master the contest rules and shall teach them to his or her team members.  The coach shall not seek an advantage 
by circumvention of the spirit or letter of the rules. 
 
The Coach shall exert his or her influence to enhance sportsmanship by spectators, both directly and by working closely with 
cheerleaders, pep club sponsors, booster clubs, and administrators. 
 
The Coach shall respect and support contest officials.  The coach shall not indulge in conduct which would incite players or spectators 
against the officials.  Public criticism of officials or players is unethical. 
 
The Coach should meet and exchange cordial greetings with the opposing coach to set the correct tone for the event before and after 
the contest. 
 
The Coach shall not exert pressure on faculty members to give students special consideration. 
 
The Coach shall not scout opponents by any means other than those adopted by the league and/or state high school athletic 
association. 
 
 
 
 
 
Many often forget or simply neglect the proper procedures for paying proper respect to the Flag when playing the 
National Anthem.   Todayôs youth are often seen mistakenly holding hands, rocking back and forth and many do 
not know the proper procedures.  The following is provided as review and a reminder for all coaches to teach 
student-athletes the proper respect for the flag.  The following flag code appears in Title 36, Chapter 10 of the United States Code. 
 
During rendition of the national anthem when the flag is displayed, all present except those in uniform should stand at attention facing 
the flag with the right hand over the heart.  Men not in uniform should remove their headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left 
shoulder, the hand being over the heart.  Persons in uniform should render the military salute at the first note of the anthem and retain 
this position until the last note.  When the flag is not displayed, those present should face the music and act in the same manner they 
would if the flag were displayed there.

Coachesô Code of Ethics 

 

 

Saluting the  Flag 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Regulations governing the sport of basketball are divided into two basic categories:  GENERAL Sportsõ 
Regulations and BASKETBALL Regulations (sports specific).  These are reviewed annually and 
approved by the OHSAAôs Board of Directors. 

 
 

 
General Sportsõ Regulations 
These regulations can be accessed and address regulations that affect all sports governed by the OHSAA.  They include, but are not 
limited to, such things as Instructional Programs outside the window of the season, Physical Fitness (Conditioning) Programs, Open 
Gym Regulations, No Contact Periods, Player and Coach Ejection Policies.  These are important and most areas of concern can be 
addressed simply by reading through these Regulations or contacting your Athletic Administrator.  They are easily accessed via the 
web by navigating to the ñBasketballô webpage (boysô or girlsô) and clicking on ñGeneral Sportsô Regulationsò on the left hand side or 
directly going to http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/rglts/GenSportsReg09-10.pdf.  I strongly encourage you to take the time to read these 
to familiarize yourself and your staff with the various rules approved by our Board of Directors that govern all sports. 
Though there are far too many to list in this manual, a few of the more common ones that affect basketball squads are: 
 

Open Gyms at Member Schools 
Open Gyms (or facilities) are clearly defined in Rule 7 of the OHSAA Sportsô Regulations.  An abbreviated version states: 

- A school may open its athletic facilities for unstructured free play provided the activity is supervised by a school 
employee who may remove participants or spectators for disciplinary reasons. 

- The school may designate the sport or sports that will be played during the free play period, but may not limit 
participation to a select group of students from within the school.  Participation may be limited to students enrolled in 
that specific school. 

- There can be no designation of who will play on which team or who will play whom.  Only those students participating 
may be involved in the selection of teams. 

- Regulation timing of games is not permitted. 
- Written scorekeeping is not permitted. 
- No individual invitations, written or oral, are permitted. 
- A coach, paid or volunteer, violates the provision of these regulations when the coach requires, suggests or in any way 
implies that a studentôs chance to be selected for an interscholastic squad is contingent upon participation at an open 
gymnasium or facilities program. 

- Mandatory attendance at open gyms is not permitted. 
- Transporting athletes to a school or non-school open gym is a violation for any member of the coaching staff, paid or 

volunteer. 
- Coaches may participate in the unstructured free play in the open gym/facilities. 

Schools MAY restrict individuals from observing the open gym activity. 
 
 
 

Basketball Specific Regulations 
Each spring, regulations for the upcoming school year are approved by the Board of Directors for every sport the OHSAA sponsors.  
These address areas such as (but not limited to) Non-Interscholastic competition, number of contests (game, scrimmage or preview) 
that are permitted, season start and end dates, out of state travel, etc.  All coaches should familiarize themselves with these 
regulations.  Coaches should familiarize their entire staff with the importance of these Regulations as they directly affect the eligibility of 
student-athletes.  Upon approval, they are submitted for printing to the annual OHSAA Handbook (which every administrator has been 
provided).  These are also available through the boysô and girlsô basketball web pages at 
http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/bk/girls/default.asp or http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/bk/boys/default.asp Basketball specific AND the 
General Sportsô Regulations are found on the left side of the page.  A few of the Sportsô Regulation highlights are listed but you are 
encouraged to read the entire regulations at the above listed website. 

OHSAA Sportsô Regulations 

 

 

http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/bk/girls/default.asp
http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/bk/boys/default.asp


 

 
 

Game & Quarter Limitations (Grades 9-12) 
Maximum number of games permitted:  20 
Maximum number of quarters permitted:  90 regular season 
Scrimmages/Previews:  Maximum of 5 scrimmages and 1 preview or 4 scrimmages and 1 OHSAA Foundation Game 
Length of Quarters:  8 minutes for Varsity.  6 minutes recommended for Freshmen and Junior Varsity (maximum of 7 minutes) 
Length of Overtime:  4 minutes for 8 minute quarters; 3 minutes for 6 or 7 minute quarters 
 

Non-Interscholastic Competition 
A member of an interscholastic soccer squad sponsored by the Board of Education cannot participate in a non-interscholastic 
Basketball program (such as óclub, AAU, or ótravelô), which includes tryouts, practice and contests as an individual OR a member of a 
team in the sport of Basketball anytime during the school teamôs season.  This is explained in OHSAA  Bylaw 10-3-1.  A student-athlete 
becomes a member of the school team when he/she participates in a scrimmage, preview OR regular season our tournament game as 
a substitute OR as a starter. 
 
A member of an interscholastic basketball team sponsored by the Board of Education MAY participate in non-interscholastic basketball 
(such as óclubô, AAU, or ótravelô) PRIOR TO and AFTER the school season under the following conditions: 

- The number of interscholastic basketball players from the same school on a non-interscholastic team is limited to TWO on 
the roster of that non-interscholastic team.  This number includes all players that played on the school team in the 
previous season from grades 9-11*. 

- A player may continue to play with a non-interscholastic squad in a national qualifying tournament only in excess of the 
two player limit until the squad is eliminated but no later than Labor Day. 

- A player may play in non-interscholastic basketball ONLY WHEN the studentôs team has completed its season. 
*Graduating seniors are exempt from this particular 2 player limitation.   
 

Out of State Travel 
A basketball team may travel out of state to compete in scrimmages, previews and games in states OR provinces in Canada that are 
contiguous to Ohio regardless of distance.  This would include the states of Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia and the province of Ontario in Canada.  A team may travel out of state one time to state or province NOT contiguous to Ohio 
but only if there is no loss of school time. 
 

Comments to News Media 
Each year unpleasant situations arise as a result of comments made to the news media by coaches.  The OHSAA Constitution and 
Bylaws reads in part "Great care shall be exercised in the selection of officials, well in advance of the contest and agreed upon by 
schools involved."  Public criticism of officials is a direct reflection upon those who were responsible for assigning the officials to the 
game.  Officials are trained and expected to make no derogatory comments regarding the players, coaches, or schools.  Coaches are 
expected to follow the same procedure in regard to the officials.  Coaches violating this rule may be asked to discuss the problem 
personally with the Commissioner.  (See Sports Regulations  ñMedia Regulationsò, page 77, 2009-10 OHSAA Handbook). 
 

Videotaping Regulations 
The improvement of various electronic devices, especially cell phones, has drawn much attention to the rules regarding recording 
basketball contests. Complete regulations available on page 76 of the OHSAA Handbook or through the General Sports Regulations 
on the web at http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/rglts/GenSportsReg09-10.pdf under Section ñAò  of the Media Regulations.  A few highlights 
of this include but are not limited to: 

- It is permissible for a school to videotape or photograph regular season contests in which the school team is participating, 
but such tapes or photographs may not be used for coaching purposes until after the contest is completed.  In other 
words, it is not possible to use photographs or any recorded information at halftime of a game. 

- It is not permissible for a school or school representative to videotape or photograph regular season OR 
tournament contests of other schools without the written consent of the schools participating in the contest. 

http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/rglts/GenSportsReg09-10.pdf


 

 
 

Quarters Permitted 
Any player is not permitted to participated in MORE than FIVE quarters during any one day.  Any part of a quarter is considered a full 
quarter.  Any overtime is considered an extension of the fourth quarter.  Players are permitted a total of 90 quarters (high school) or 56 
quarters (Junior High) for the season plus any played in post-season tournament play. If a player violates this rule, the team shall be 
assessed a technical foul by the official and the player shall be disqualified from the game.  All quarters shall be counted toward his/her 
maximum allowed for the season . 
 

Length of Quarters 
Varsity quarters:  8 minutes 
Freshmen, JV:  6 minutes recommended, maximum of 7 minutes permitted 
Grades 7 & 8:  6 minutes maximum 
Overtime Periods:  For 8 minute quarters; 4 minute overtime. For 6 or 7 minute quarters:  3 minute overtime. 
 

Interrupted Game/Scheduled Game not Started 
Any game interrupted for any reason, shall be resumed from the point of interruption.  Any scheduled regular season game which is not 
started due to unforeseen circumstances including but not limited to failure of a team to arrive is considered a ñNO CONTESTò.  Games 
not played are not included in won-lost statistics. 
 

Freshmen Basketball Squads 
The number of contests permitted for Freshmen teams is: 
 - 20 total contests;  any tournament game played by a freshman team must be counted in the total of 20. 
 - 5 scrimmages and 1 preview 
 - 90 total quarters of participation during the regular season.  Should a freshman be ómoved upô to the Varsity for tournament  
 time, those quarters do not count toward their 90 permitted. 
Freshmen may ómove upô to a JV or Varsity team and back down again at any time.  The individual must simply stay within the 90 total 
quarters permitted to him/her. 
Freshmen teams may NOT combine with 7th or 8th grade players nor may they scrimmage or have contests vs. 7th and 8th grade teams. 
A minimum of one OHSAA Class 1, 2, or 3 official is required and it is recommended that all other officials be Class 1, 2, or 3 officials. 
 

Middle School/Junior High Basketball Squads 
The number of contests permitted for 7th and 8th grade teams is: 

- 14 total contests plus one post-season tournament not to exceed 4 games. 
- 2 scrimmages and 1 preview 
- 56 total quarters of participation plus any in a post-season tournament. 

7th graders may play on 8th grade teams.  They may ómove up or downô. 
Note:  The number of 7th and 8th Grade games permitted will increase to 16 in the 2010-11 school year. 
 

Protests 
Bylaw 8, Section 3(1) of the OHSAA Constitution and Bylaws reads in part, ñProtests arising from the decisions of interpretations of the 
rules by officials during the game will not be considered.  Their decisions and interpretations are final.ò  This means that correctable 
errors must be corrected during the game and within the time established by playing rules. 
 

Officialsõ Jurisdiction 
Officialsô jurisdiction begins a minimum of 15 minutes prior to the scheduled starting time of the game.  National Federation (NFHS) rule 
2-2-2 and the OHSAAôs Board of Directors ñrecommends that officials in Varsity high school basketball games arrive on the floor when 
the first team appears on the floor for pre-game warm-upò. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

This is covered also within the ñ2009-10 Rule Changesò in the Officialsô portion of this manual, however, The National Federation has 
identified specific items that may or may not be adopted by each state association.  These are found on page 65 of the NFHS Rules 
Book and The OHSAA adoptions are indicated as follows: 
 

Determining ball size for junior high boysô competition:ï Utilized/Adopted in Ohio 
 The CompOHIO285VB must be used for Junior High/Middle School boysô competition. 
 
Authorizing use and size of 14-ft (Maximum) coaching box. ï Utilized/Adopted in Ohio 
 
Authorizing use of replay equipment at the conclusion of a state championship series contest. ï Adopted in Ohio 

This is being adopted in Ohio for use at the state semi-finals and finals only for both boysô and girlsô tournaments. 
 
Authorizing use of supplementary equipment to aid in game administration. ï NOT adopted in Ohio 
 
Authorizing use of artificial limbs. ð Approved in Ohio. 

This adoption is approved only after a written request is submitted to the OHSAA office. 
 
Authorizing use of head coverings for medical, cosmetic or religious reasons. ï Adopted in Ohio 

This adoption is approved only after a written request is submitted to the OHSAA office. 
 
Authorizing use of a running clock when a specific point differential is reached. ï NOT adopted in Ohio. 
 
Determining the number of electronic media time-outs. ð Adopted in Ohio. 

Ohio Adoptions to NFHS Rules 



 

 

 

The OHSAA sponsors Boysô and Girlsô Tournaments in 4 divisions. Each of the stateôs District Athletic Boards are empowered by the 
OHSAA Constitution to organize and conduct the boysô and girlsô basketball tournaments at the Sectional and District levels.  They are 
conducted according to the tournament regulations adopted by the Board of Directors at their October meeting.  The 4 divisions are 
determined by the EMIS reports from the October 2008 count.  These divisions will remain the same for the 2009-10 and 2010-11 
school year.  Divisional Breakdowns are based upon the following enrollments: 

Division  Boys Enrolled Total Schools   Division  Girlsõ Enrolled Total Schools 

     I  400 or more      200         I  371 or more         200 
    II  224 - 399      201        II  215 ð 370         199 
    III  129 ð 224      200        III  125 ð 214         200 
   IV  128 or less      200       IV  124 or less         199 

 

Tournament Draw Dates 

The draw date for tournaments is established by the Board of Directors.  The approved dates for 2010 are: 
 Girlsõ Sectional/District Draw:   February 7, 2010 2:00 p.m. 
 Boyõs Sectional/District Draw:  February 14, 2010 2:00 p.m. 

 
 

State Tournament Dates 
 Girlsõ State Tournament:  March 18-20, 2010  Jerome Schottenstein Center, Columbus 
 Boysõ State Tournament:  March 25-27, 2010  Jerome Schottenstein Center, Columbus 
 

Athletic Districts 

Representation to the Regional tournament (the number of Regional óqualifiersô) from District winners is determined by a formula based 
upon the number of teams participating in the previous yearôs tournament. 
The complete tournament regulations that will be adopted by the Board of Directors at itsô October meeting will be able to be read in 
their entirety by logging on to www.ohsaa.org and navigating to the boysô or girlsô basketball site under the ñSports and Tournamentsò 
pull down menu. With a few exceptions, most schools in the counties listed below are assigned sites from the respective District 
Athletic Boards.  You are encouraged to visit their websites for additional information. 

 

Northwest District:  www.nwdab.org        Northeast District:  www.nedab.org  

 

 

Central District:  www.cdab.org  

           East District:  www.eastohsaa.org  

Southwest District:  www.swdab.org  

 

 

         Southeast District:  www.sedab.org

Looking Ahead to Tournament Time 
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Frequently, we receive calls relative to uniform requirements.  Uniform 
regulations are developed as part of the National playing rules by the National 
Federation (NFHS).  With the styles being developed year after year by the NBA 
and Olympic teams, I encourage you to review these uniform regulations when 
ordering new uniforms as high school regulations are not the same as NBA or 
International (FIBA) regulations.  We do post these uniform regulations on the 
OHSAA website and can be viewed directly by going to 
http://www.ohsaa.org/members/uniform.htm#BK.  A few key points of the 
Uniform Regulations are listed below: 

 

- Numbers must be centered horizontally and vertically on the front and back with at least a 6ò number required on the back 
and a 4ò number on the front. 

- Approved uniform numbers shall not include BOTH ñ0ò and ñ00ò.  One or the other is permittedénot both. 

- Home team uniforms MUST BE WHITE while visiting team uniforms must be a contrasting dark color.  This is not 
mandated for sub-varsity teams (but eventually will). 

- A visible manufacturerôs logo/trademark is not permitted on the team jersey or undershirt 

- The American flag may be worn on the team shirt provided it does not exceed 2 x 3 inches and does not interfere with the 
visibility of the playerôs number 

- A visible manufacturerôs logo/trademark is not permitted on the team jersey or undershirt 

- A playerôs team jersey designed to be worn inside the pants shall be tucked inside the pants and the pants shall be above 
the hips and worn properly. A player not conforming to this uniform policy shall be directed to leave the game. 

- A commemorative/memorial patch may be worn on the jersey provided it is not a number and must be worn above the 

neckline or in the side. 

 

 

 

 

Uniform Requirements 

 

 


