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TQ Softball Coaches and Officials
FROM Roxanne Price, Assistant Commissioner
RE OHSAA Softball Regulations and Related Materials

This softball manual is intended as a guide to assist with the coachiagd aioiatisggation of

interscholastic softball. Included in this manual are the sports regulations for softball as adopted by the OHSAA
Board of Directors, and the NFHS Rule Changes and Points of Enofficialyoflgdll find information on

theface to faceiles interptatiomeetings scheddlfor the 20%@asoninformation regarding the OHSAA

bylawsnd student eligibility is disseminated to Athletic Administrators.

The 201€o0aches and Officididéanualncludes information regarding OHSAA Points of Emphasisgssuch
Game Endig Procedwes (continuous emphasiss welhs information othe InstructiondProgram

Regulations for coache$he Manual also includes information abotgrsoholastic participation and what is
permissible by players and coachedahid nepermissibl®lease note that OHSAA Game Ending Procedures
may vary from NFHS Rules

It is mandatory thateh school that sponsors interscholastic softball have a coach (head or assistant) or an
athletic administrator view the onlinkes nterpretatioomeetinglt is preferred that thiiéead Coactiew

the online meetindny coach may revighe meeting and it is suggested that every school coach do so

For th016softbakkeasonall the rules meetings for coachesntiiile to lmenducted oline More

information regardindiro& meetings can be found im#nsalAttendanchiewings requiredoy at least

one coach/school administratoonder to be eligible to enter the OHSp@nsored tournamerithe link

for the odine meting will be on the softball homeg@agdh e o f f i c 4:@Ip.onen Fabraagye2, by
2016. The deadline, without penalty, will be March 1, 2016 at 11:59 pm.

Officialshave the option to attend attefeee meetirgrto receive credit for thelS@A meeting by viewing an

online presentati®hease bring the attendara@rdmailed to you earlién the rules interpretation meeting

that you attenéhce to facdf you do not have the attendanasd, youmag o mpl et e an of fi ci a
attendance carat the meetingfou will find the link to the-tne meeting on the Officials page of the

OHSAA websit@he odine meeting will be availabkebrusy 2 2016hrough March 16 at 11:59 pm.

The NFHS SofttRilllesandthe OHSAA Softball Regulatibrsewe as the official rules of Softball. The OHSAA

may have modified some NFHS rules so that they are in alignment with OHSAA sports regulations. The NFHS
SoftbalRules Bodk the past has bgaovided to each member school sponsoringrsditishllOHSAA

licensed officd a courtesy by the OHSARball head coachegedkive a NFHE®ftbalRules Book every

other year. No NFHS SofRodd$ Book will be mailed to member school coaches this sdbach y@idSAA

softball official wéiteive a case book asasathe NFHS Softball Rules. Bdditional materib&/e been

maiéd to the Officials Associatinassist with classasnpliments of the OHSAA.

As aheadcoachyou received an earlier memo frdmecaesgour school haglicatethat isanctions softball

as an interscholastic spoour school may have also indicated that it will enter the state softball tournament. If yot
school has indicated that it will participate in the state tournament and doesriotthetetadetdaurnament,

there will be a penalty of $150 assessed if the OHSAA does not receive correspdhd2HSARY Al

25, 20Bthat your school will not enter a softball team in the postseason tournament.

Again, these materials haga peovided to assist you with your coaching and/or officiating re$p&esibilities
the time taeview the material you have any questioriél can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to
contatme at (614) 28302r email me girice@ohsaa.oEmail correspondence is prefdiyed. have
guestions in regard to playing rules, such as courtesy runners, desgttdiadins andsubstitution rules,
please contact Jerry Fick, Director of OfficielebDpmenatswdoc@fuse.r@iGeorge Gulaat
geoshe@zoominternet.net
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Dear OHSAA Softball Umpire:

First, let me thank all of you for your commitment and dedicabd@HSAA softball. Your
efforts are much appreciated by all of us at the association. We wish you a great season in 2016.

To further increase consistency we will continue our enhancednigampiportunities for
umpires.We will again dfer our online tate meeting. Thstate meeting will be available both
online and in personThere wil be eight in person meetingsach meeting will feature
sessions of about two and a half hours andh addition to the state meetingwill review the
most important items that we want to cover prior to the2016season. By attending the
entire session you will receive credit foa local meeting in addition to the statesoftball
meeting. The schedule is listed belowtwiall meetings starting at 6PM

Tuesday, Februargi Columbusi OHSAA Officei 4080 Roselea Place
Thursday, February 4 Zanesville High Schodl 1701 Blue Ave.

Tuesday, Februaryi®Canton McKinley High Schodl 2323 11 St. NW
Thursday, February IilFindlayi Glenwood Middle Schodl 1715 N. MainSt.
Tuesday, February I6Piquai Upper Valley Career Centér8811 Career Dr.
Thursday, February Ii8Garfield Heights High Scho®4900 Turney Rd.
Tuesday, February 23Monroe High School 220 Yankee Rd.

Thursday, February 25Jackson High Schd@Jackson) 500 Vaughn St.

The online meeting for softball will be available February 2 at 4:00Tjnfind the link to the
meeting, you must navigate tbd-FICALS HOMEPAGE f r om t he Aof fi ci ati ng
www.ohsaa.orgYou may also access the online meeting and listimg pérsomrmeetings from

your myOHSAA accountThe last day in whicln online rules meeting may be viewed without
penaltyfor officials is March 16 Note that tablets and mobile devices should natdeel for the

online meetings. Frequently these devices will not record rules meeting ¢ddgtop or

desktop device must be used

An important message to all OHSAA officials who hold BOTH a baseball and softball

permit ---- As you have been previdysnformed, effective wh the 2016 seasothe OHSAA

will require umpires holding permits in both sports to attend four local meetings for baseball and
four local meetings for softballLocal Associations will no longer be permitted to offer meetings
that give credit for both sports in a single sessibhere will be one exception to this provision

as each local association will be abletmduct one meeting that covers OHSAA regulations

and other items that are common to both spddf§icials will be able to attend only one of these
meetings and those who do so will receive credit for a meeting in both baseball and saitball.
official attendingone of these meetings wolldve to attend at least three additional baseball
meetings and three addmial softball meetings to meet the attendance requirements for each
sport. All local associations offering these "dual credit" meetings may offer only one such
meeting per yeamal will be required to follow thagenda and PowerPoint provided by the
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OHSAA. We want to be certain that all umpires halglboth of these permitseawareof this
changeeMany umpires wono6ét be i mpacted because eit
have been meeting the new requirements in past ydaegourpose of thesehanges is to

increase the educational opportunities for our umpires working both games and ultimately

benefit participating student athletes by enhancing the knowledge base of umpires in these

two sports.

We will also continue our popular series of Baft Umpire Mechanics ClinicsTheseclinics,
designed to help umpires improve their skills and attain their advancemenicgoéls,e to
emphasize both plate and base mechamés.have found that umpires with a strong knowledge
of mechanics add grégto the game of softball. Each clinic is staffed by @4SAA Softball
Umpire Instructional Team and will include OHSAA softball observé@itsese meetings are
scheduled as follows:
Sunday, February 21i Massillon
Saturday, March 57 Reynoldsburg
Sunday, March 61 Cincinnati
All sessions are from 9 AM to 4PM.

Details, including registration information and specific locations, concerning all of these
eventscan be found at the OHSAA officiating web page using this link:
http://www.ohsaa.org/officials/Clinics/SoftballClinicGeneric.pdf

We will also agai offer a pretournament clinicovering the three umpire system, as well as

other topics, on Sunday, May 1 at Waggoner Road Junior High School in Reynoldsburg. Based
on your requests we will hold this exeon a Sunday, and while this free clinic is intended for
umpires working the three umpire system in postseason play it is open to all OHSAA umpires.
No preregistration is needed. The schedule will include registration at noon with the clinic
running fom 12:304PM. Specific details and the exact site will be announced in our weekly
bulletins this season.

For the last four seasons the OHSAA also provided weekly bulletins to our local association
rules interpreters and secretaries throughout the regedaon. These were distributed

electronically and most associations were able to pass this information on to their members each
week. In order to simplify this process we will continue to post these bulletnsvaibhsaa.org

(Go to the Officials Page DOD Section) for the 2016 season. The direct link is
http://www.ohsaa.org/officials/directors.htithe comments we received were very positive and

if umpires lave suggestions on how to improve these further please let me know.

Again, | thank you for all you do in support of OHSAA softball.

Jerry Fick
Director of Officials DevelopmentSoftball
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The Ohio High School Atifledics oci ati onds mi ssion is to regul ate a
in a fair and equitable manner while promoting the values of participation in interscholastic athletics as an integ
part of a st udent 6GHSAAdepresartsiitommember sehrofs byrrécegnizingand T h e
promoting academics, the safety of participants, good citizenship and lifelong values as the foundation of
interscholastic athletics.

CALENDARF RULES MEETINGS

Schools sponsoring interscholastestinids fast pitch softball must have an authorized repréisentative,
head varsity i softballicoach, assistamt softballicoach or athletic administiatoesoftball online rules
meetingOFFICIALS MUST VIEW AN ONLINE MEERANTEND ONE OF THE FACH-ACE MEETINGS
THATHAVE BEEN SCHEDULED. YOU WILL FIND THIS SCHEDULED LIST (BEMERTANDIN

THE OFFICIALS PAGE THE OHSAA WEBSIINECASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, OFFICIALS SHOULD
CONTINUE TO CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR UPBBTHREINE MEETING®RBOTH OFFICALS AND
COACHES WIBE AVAILABLENFEBRUARY, 205 at 4:00 p.nPLEASE NOTE THAT THE COACHES

AND OFFICIALS ©MWE MEBENGS WILL HAVE SEPARATE CONTENT.

THERE WILL BE NO SCHEDULED IN PERSON MAKE UP MEETING FORORKIOKWCBES, THERE
WILL BE NO FAABFACE MEETINGS. COACHES WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO VIEW THE RULES MEETING
ONLINE.

Any school failing to meetifiee meetingquirement will be ineligible for OHSAA tourompetiion

Softball umpires whadadittend one of these meetiiilgse suspendind following yeard wilbe ineligible
for tournament assignments in the current year

Officialsattending a faet facerules meeting must be in attendance within 10 minutes of the start of the
meetingand remain until the conclusion of the meeting to receive attendancPlemsbtsee below for the
facetoface rules meeting dates and locatiomg with the contact person for each:meeting

DATE LOCATION CONTACT
February 2, 201.6:00 pm OHSA/Office Dan McGinnis
4080 Roselea PI., Columbus 43’
February 4, 201.6:00 pm Zanesville High School Raymond Bess
1701 Blue Ave., Zanesville 437
February 9, 201.6:00 pm McKinley High School Keith Bialota
2323 17th St. NW, Canton 447(
February 12016 6:00 pm Glenwood Middle School Chad Snyder
1715 N. Main St., Findlay 4584
February 16, 20116:00 pm Upper Valley Career Center Jim Merz
8811 Career Dr., Piqua 45356
February 18, 2016:00 pm Garfield Heights High School Theresa Rice
4900 Turney Rd., fédd Heights
44125
February 23, 2016:00 pm Monroe High School Jerry Fick
220 Yankee Rd., Monroe 4505
February 25, 2016:00 pm Jackson High School B Wilson
500 Vaughn St., Jackson 4564




The 2016 schedule of softball ruldegsdet officials can also be found under the Officials link on the OHSAA
website Please check the OHSAA website frequently to check for changes/updates to the mRetewy schedule
meeting dates and times may need to be adjusted due to initlement wea

Coachegplease note that there will not be atadace rules meeting held at the OHSFESCA clinic in
January.The implementation clirom rules meetings no longer makes it necessary to conduct a meeting at the
sof tball coachesod6 clinic.

Contacinformation for Rules Interpreters is indicated below. Mr. Fick and and Mr. Gulas would be responsible fc
interpreting ficontesto rules. Ms. Pri cnembéersf respon
contests permitted, 4raarscblastic rule and permissible anplemonissible activities outside of the school

season.

INTERPRETERS PHONE E-MAIL
Jerry Fick 5135632755 swdoc@fuse.net
George Gulas 3303211858 geoshe@zoominternet.ne
Roxanne Price 6142672502 Ext. 114 rprice@ohsaa.org

ONLINE METHOD OF COMPLETION

Officialsshould accesiseimyOHSAAccount. Once in the system, there will be daérRF&ICIALS-ome

Rules Meeting. Log in, completing the required fields and complete the softball PowerPoirll Please note that
screens of the presentation mbstviewedfor credit to be provide@ihe odine rules meetingill be

avalable by 4:00.m.February 2205. The last date to review anlime meetingvithout penaltyvill be

Wednesday, March, BB at 11:59 pmA $50 late fee will be assessed after this date to complete the on

line rules meetind.he last date to review alinermetingwith penalty isTuesdayApril 12205 at 11:59

pm

Coachegan access tlogtline version by navigg th@©HSAA softball webpagehere will becao a bink 6 s

on the softbditbntpage.The link will be at the top of the Hagenline rglmeeting Whe available by 4:00
p.m.February 220%6. You will need y&CHOOL ID NUMBRRIich your athletic administrator or principal can
give to you. Please notedlhstreens of the presentation mhstviewed toeceive credithe last dagrf
completion of thelme versionithout penaltis Tuesday, March 206 at 11:59 prA$50 late fewill be
assessedfter this date to complete thiamrules meetidde last date to review an online mvaiéting

penalty is Tuesdagpril 5 2016at 11:59 pm

Officialandan administrator at a member school that diksndédewed rules meeting will be notified prior

to the deadline for viewing a méétimgthletic director will be notified if there has been no attendante by a scho
coachThere is no need t owithltlelOb$ARIeasdde nok coniaatthe @HSEAA nc e 0
Of fice i n r egarinatterdandotErIGEALEIlt havénkioprofiler page epslatethefiedting

their attendance periodicallgask that officials check their profile page. Athletic Directors can check the status of
meeting fAattendan cReasdbnotcalthe @HSAA for yerificayicD bif gorAcompletion of

the odine version of the rules meeting withogtanvfaitirdayafter complen of an dline rules meetiagd

checking your profile page if you are an official or with your athletic administrator if you are a school coach.

Coachestoreiterateyour athletic administrator can assist you in checkilgevh y ou have recei\
viewing the dime rules meeting. The athletic administrator camg@l8&AON the left hand side of the

home page under AParticipation I nfod hehdidned can c
sport section to check state rules meeting status. If your school plans to participate in the OHSAA softball
tournament, your school ds rules meeting status wi
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ONLINE MEETINBEGINFEBRUARY 2, 2016 at 4:00 ASrYOU WILL NE ALMOS
A MONTKOR MORE FOR OFFICAICGCOMPLETE AN ONLINE MEETING, PLE,
NOT CALL THE OHSAA OFFICE SHOULD THE MEETERIG\WIIABLEAT

EXACTLY 4:00 P.M

Theofficialswho do not attend a regularly scheduled rules inter@etaggonwho do not complete
an odine rules meetimgay request a special mgkmeting frorr. Fick or Mr. Gulested above
Such meeting must blel In@ later thadesdayApril 12206. Thefee for a Spedt Makeip Meeting

is $50.00fficials piest aftehe above date must be addrestez Darector of Officiating
Development, Mr. Jerry. Biokchesvhomiss the deadline to view thim@meetingust contact,

Ms. Emily Gatédogram Coordindezates@ohsaa.dr&eethe information printed above for the
deadlineegarding dine meetings and penalties assessed.

*Please check our webgitey.ohsaa.ofgy regular updates toféloetofacerules interpretati
meetings. Inclement weather may result in the postponement or cancellation of rules meetings.

2016IMPORTANT DATES

20L60OHSAA Softball Calendar

First Day o€oachindinstructiorfor all prospective members of the
school team

February 2

February 28nti the firs
regular season game H.S. Preview Permitted
the teams involved

March26 First Day Regular Season Contests Permitted

Nonlinterscholastic Competition No Longer Permitted

Al (see Softball Regulatiérfor additional information)

May 7May 4 Sectional Tournament
May 1@ May21 District Tournament
May 2% May28 Regional Tournament
June 2 June4 State Tournament
Junell Coaching argthooSeason Ends
August8- Septembebs CoachedNo Contact Period
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OHSAA CONTACTORMATION

OHSAA Offic@4080 Roselea Place, Columbus 43R4 ~ 632672502 ~ 612671677 (fax)

Name Title Responsibilities E-Mail
. . . Oversees the sport & coordinatg .
rprice@ohsaa.o
Roxanne Price Assistant Commission tournaments rprice@ohsaa.org
. N Oversees officials programs
. aa@ .
Beau Rugg Assistant Commissionge fournament assignments brugg@ohsaa.org

Assists in the administration

Emily Gates Program Coordinatol softball and coordisatele meetin egates@ohsaa.org
attendance

State Rules Interprétel

. ) S Conducts state rules interpretal
Jerry Fick Director of Officials meetings and fields rules inqui swdoc@fuse.net
Development

George Gulas State Rules Interprete Fields Rules Inquiries geoshe@zoominternet.ng

SOFTBALL LINKS

National Association of Sports Officials WWWNaso.0rg

National Federation of State High School Associations www.nfhs.org

National Fast Pitch Coaches Association www.nfca.org

Ohio High School Athletic Association www.ohsaa.org

Ohio High School Fast Pitch Softball Coaches Association www.ohsfsca.org
American SoftbadlsAciatidldSA Softball http://www.teamusa.org/s8hal

COACHES
OHIO HIGH SCHOOL FAST PITCH SOFTBALL COACHES ASSOCIATION (OHSFSC

www.ohsfsca.org

The Ohio High School Fast Pitch Softball Coaches Association (OH&kBCfiganization designed to
help promote high school softball in the state of Ohio. Membership in the OHSFSCA is open to all high schc
coaches in the state. The OHSFSCA is run by an Executive Committee and assisted by theslocal district offic

Please visit their website for additional information regarding the softball clinic, the®tzit bbRanse, All
membership forms, executive board contact information, etc.

201516 OHSFSCA Executive Board Directory

Title Name E-Mail Phone
PresidentOHSAA Rep| Jamie Lininger bucks9395@bright.net | 4197222451 (C)
Presiden€Elect Janes Smith Jsmith8420@aol.com 4402812701(C)
Past President Barbara Sleek absleek@aol.com 7405164201 (T
Secretary Melissa Lahna easterndistrictsoftball@gmal 3042183943 (L
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Title Name E-mail Phone
Treasurer Bill Amero billamero@yahoo.com | 33050%7506(C)
Clinic Director Bill Matthews wmatth@centurytel.net | 4403096938W)
Clinic Assistant Sharon Monas nedsecretary@roadrunner.( 4404172322 (C)

Please review the OHSFSCA website for a complete list of executive beawvrobsibessorg

COACHES CODE OF ETHICS
(Fronwww.nfhs.oend the NFHS Softball Rules Book)

The function of a coach is to educate students through participation in interscholastic competition. An
interscholastic program should be designed to enhance academic achievement amgisboild never
with opportunities for academic success. Eachtbieteshould be treated as though he or she was
the coachesdo own, and his or her welfare shou
guidelines for coaches have beenddgptee NFCA Board of Directors.

The coaclshall be aware that he or she has a tremendous influence, for either good or ill, on the
education of the stuelthtete and, thus, shall never place the value of winning above the value of
instilling the higitédeals of character.

The coaclshall uphold the honor and dignity of the profession. In all personal contact with student
athletes, officials, athletic directors, school administrators, the state high school athletic association, th
media, and the fiapbthe coach shall strive to set an example of the highest ethical and moral conduct.
The coaclshall take an active role in the prevention of drug, alcohol and tobacco abuse.

The coaclshall avoid the use of alcohol and tobacco products whéwithquatecs.

The coaclshall promote the entire interscholastic program of the school and direct his or her program i
harmony with the total school program.

The coaclshall master the contest rules and shall teach them to his or her team noambers. The
shall not seek an advantage by circumvention of the spirit or letter of the rules.

The coaclshall exert his or her influence to enhance sportsmanship by spectators, both directly and by
working closely with cheerleaders, pep club sponsodubsoaiter administrators.

The coaclshall respect and support contest officials. The coach shall not indulge in conduct which wou
incite players or spectators against the officials. Public criticism of officials or players is unethical.

Before andtaf contestspachedor the competing teams should meet and exchange cordial greetings
to set the correct tone for the event.

A coachshall not exert pressure on faculty members to ginagldaidsersipecial consideration. A
coach shall not scoutam@mts by any means other than those adopted by the league and/or state high
school athletic association.
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

T

Professionalism

Your professionalism is of the utmost importance. Your athletes and fans will follow y®ur lead. If you ar
respectful of the game and the officials, your athletes and fans are more likely to be respectful. If you are
disrespectful of the game and the officials, it will be reflected in the words and actions of your athletes and f
Of fi ci al andaistakasiwtll beprade fbet @ is all part of the learning process for our young student
athletes. So please take those disappointments and turn them into positive learning experiences. What yol
permit, you promote.

PreSeason Preparations

During wir preseason preparations, invite a local official(s) to meet with your teamadoring pre

workouts. It allows the officials to meet your athletes and discuss new rules. It gives your athletes an
opportunity to ask questions and have a disdasstggme days. We would also recommend inviting an
official to a pseason meeting with your parents. Again, it provides a forum for healthy discussions and an
opportunity for your parents to learn more about the game.

Scheduling Conflicts

Certainlyscheduling conflicts are going toRIHEASE COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR ATHLETIC
ADMINISTRATOR TO ENSURE THAT OFFICIALS AREIN@DVERCEF ANY CHANGE®&hen
dates, times, and / or locations are changed it not only affects the offidiatslsahgdriedbut also
other games they are scheduled to work. Thanks so much for your assistance!

Importance of Coaches Rating Umpires

Each year coaches are reguired to rate umpires that work their varsity.cBldgasestake advantage of

this oppitunity and take the time to rate the umpires. Ratmgmdine aimdormation regarding the
procedure will be sent electronically to school athletic adifimistiatotgement is critical to ensuring that
we can provide the best officials flmuonameiitlease note that school athletic administrators can provide
the OHSAA with a list of up to 15 umpires that have received favorable ratings.

Inquiries

The OHSAA office is here to help as needed but, depending on the time oftbeljieultitcapach

us. However, there are other sources of assistance. OumwetisigaJrigpcludes a great deal of

information that covers many of the inquiries we often receive. The websitdl pemutoasftba

general sport regulations, tournament regulations, uniform regulations, etc. Your OHSFSCA Officers are
another great resource for you as well. Their contact informatidn thigrovadeahd can be found on

their websitenvw.ohsfsca.drg

Coachesd Comments to the News Medi a

OHSAA Media Regulatiomsa ds i n part, inGreat care shall be e»
advance of the contestsdradl be mutuadlgreed upon byhsols involved. When the contest begins each
school waives all of its rights so far as object

upon those who were responsible for assigning the officials@o the game.

Officialare trained and expected to make no demgddimymmentdirectly to the media or through the
use of social media regarding the offieiplayers, coaclueschools. Coaclasl participardse

expected to follow the same procedure. FHailiore tbis requedt vasult in penalties as outlined in Bylaw
11

Mr. Beau Rugg tise Assistant Commissioesponsible for the Officials program at the OHSAA.
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1 Equipmend Worth
Worth is the AOfficial ASsodiation.aF0l5ourodrnamentbaliOhi o Hi g
be provided by Woithe OHSAA Worth representative is Denny Helmig.

GAME PROCEDURES

EJECTION REPORT FORM PROCEDURES

A Officials shall file a written report with the school and the @M&anevtica coach or player is
ejected from an athletic contest. Use the nAC
viewed and printed by clicking on the Officiating\hin&retaa.orgrhe report dhie filed with
the reported school and the OHSAA within 48 hours of the ejection. Whenever an ejection occurs,

ejecting official shall speak with the offen
day following the ejectioraffieial failing to follow the ejection protocol and/or failing to file the
Of ficial s Report may be penalized in accord

A The fAOfficial 6s Reporto form is arlesfacilitysed t o
problems, or equipment problems. Ejections other than players or coaches and other items of whic
the Commissioner should be made aware must be provided/ written on the report.

A Please use only one form per school. Each offendingrsstbatsvaitbn copy. The reporting
of ficial will receive notification of resolu

A Please include the ejected personds first an
bottom with the date anchémee of the administrator that you spoke with at the school.

General Ejection Procedures
General Sports Regulatio? regjuires any coach (paid or volunteer) ejected from a contest to
complete thBeaching and Modeling Behagiourse through the NFRI&submit payment of a
$100.00 fine within 30 days of the ejection.

CONCUSSION REGULATIONS

Please note that the date of implementation indicated below will reach its 3 year anniversary this
spring. Concussion certifiton last for three years only, thus it will be time for individuals to

renew their certification, if the certification was received inVEZbéB8.anfof i ci al s concus
training certificate is 90 days away from expiration, they should receive droemthié OHSAA.

Anyone who works with youth sports programs, coaches and officials, are required in the state of
Ohio to have a valid concussion certificanamrder to continue to coach or officidites

ultimately your responsibility to ensure yomaiia compliance with state law before you officiate or

coach your team. Coachsd®uld contact theathletic administrator about the requirements of the
certification
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DATE OF IMPLEMENTA®@RRIL 26, 2013

Implementation of State Law and NFH#:BIRules Related to Concussioml
Concussed Athletes and Return to Play Protocol

Notwithstanding the leading role that the Ohio High Schtailc®tssociation has playedtire

area of developing policies concerning conousgrevention, recogniti@mdmanagement, in
December of 2012, ighédiinemdaw legsatorthatacsr plassiedh by Oh
129th General Assembly which rpooated much of what the OHSé&dulations previously

mandated. This law adds/eeal aspects to previous SMAregulations. Therefore, in order to be

fully compliant with thiaw as signed by our Governmondifications have been made to OHSAA

policy. These modtihtions are set forth in thegpdated Concussion Regulations.

It is important for all indilsdngolved in interscholastic athletics to rebeguotential for catastrdpficy

and even death from concussions. Thus it is extremely impohauatiat @dministrator, cootéisial and

medical support personnel review their bl protectstgdents. Further both studentparents have
responsibilities in this area as well.

Note:lt has always been the ultimate responsibility of the coaching staff, in all sp@tsttnentuee th

only put into practiceantests if they are physically capablerafipgrfdlowever, all individoaddved in the

conduct of interscholastic competition have responsibilities in this endeavor.

In January 2011, the OHSAA Board of Directors adopted a sports regudatpmratbicthe National

Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) playingd tolesnelstson recognition and
management. On April 26, 2013, | eugdiosadndhedmjiociesinadopt e
youth sportebame effective. On February 14, 2013, the O&t8/AABrectors mandatedhbse

regulations become effective on April 26, 2013 for theofaimaispléng sports seasorirardafterhis

OHSAA reqgulation, as amended to incorporate tthégigtaion, now reads:

Any student, while practicing for or competing in an intecsciesasivho exhibits sgymptoms or

behaviors consistent with having sustained a concussion or headsrnpsy @oichciousness, headache,

dizzines, confusion or balance prgbimll be immediately renfowedthe practice or contest by either of the
following:

1) The individual who is serving as the student 6s
2) An individual who is serving as staifitéal or referee during that practice or competition.

RETURN TO PLAY PROTOCOL

If a student is removed from practice or competition due to a susgsotedrdwaa injury, the coach

referee who removes the student shall not permit tf@N{THENSAME DAY THE STUDENT IS

REMOVEDRo return to that practice or competition or to participdteripraicyice or competitiontianh the

coach or contest official is responsible. Thereafter, whickanérthaio the next daycaheh or contest

officials shall not permit the student to return torpraotjoetition until both ofalf@ving conditions are

satisfied:

1) The studentds condition is assessed by either
a. A physician, who is a person authodeeChapter 4731 of the Ohio Revised

Code (OCR) to practice medicine and surgery or osteopathic medicine or surgery

(M.D. or D.O.)

b. Any other licensed health care pratidee gthool district boaedlo¢ation or other governing autfarity
chatered or necharteredonpublic school, authorizes to akeestsident who has been renfimrachractice

or competition.

2) The student recemeisten authorizatiotinat it is safe for the student to teforactice competition from a
physicia or other licensed health cakeéder authorized to grantlé@eance. Click here
http://ohsaa.org/medicine/AuthorizationToReentetrjgdie teHS AAS6s Medi c al Aut hori z
Play (RTP) form.
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A school district board of educatiomerning authority of a charteneskciartered nonpublic schl

authorize a licensed health care provider who is NOT a RdHivi&kelaiNassessment and auHrdrization

for a student to return to participation ONLY if the petiviglerascardance with oneffollowing as
applicable to the providerodés authority to practic
1) In consultation with a physician;

2) Pursuant to the referral of a physician;

3) In collaboration with a physician, or

4) Under the supervisionpbiyaician.

Note: A physician or other licensed health care provider who makaerdroagsasts clearancedtrdent

to return to participation may be a volunteer.

COACHES REQUIRMENTS

All coaches, paid and volunteer, must possess a curneemiDEiadcatissued Pupil Activity
Program/Coaching Permit. When renewing this permit, the ceggaireditdeomplete an oodineussion
education course as stipulated in the sectiopptileeti Online Concussion EducaGonrrseThis
course is valid for three years and expires at th@tipieAbtvity Program/Coaélangit expires.

CONTEST OFFICIALS REEMIERTS

New legislation signed into law by the Governor provides that notsshbob | | permitoé an ind
referee irdrscholastic athletic contests unless the individual holds a Pupil Activity Program/Coaching

Permitor has successfully completed within the last three ydeamang program in concussion
recognitionThereforall OHSAA licensed officials shall pesthes a current Departmefdiafation issued

Pupil Activity Program/Coaching Pesiatvwoevidencef@ompleting an approved onlowcussion

education coursas stipulated in the section ertfiledved Online ConcussiBducation Courseghis

course is valid for three years from the date of completion.

STUDENT AND PARENT REQUIREMENTS

All students and their parents or legal guardians shall review@n@ sign¢the s s i on whithhas mat i o
been developed by the Ohio Departmenthohmtbalhicshall be distributed by OHiS&Aber schools to all

students and their parents prior to each sgoris Sealents and parentsralvighv and sign this form each

year and should keep a copy of the forritidn,a@dents and studemtsm@mrouraged to complete an approved

concussion education course. drmussion Information Sheetecfouhd here:
http://www.healthyohioprogram.org/~/media/HealthyOhio/ASSETS/Files/injury%20prevention/concussion/Intersehd@5tic%20Concussio
0orm%20°200DH%20Revised%202.ashx

APPROVED ONLINE CONCUSSION EDUCATION COURSES

THE FOLLOWING FREE ONLINE TRAINING COURSEENAAPROVBY THEOHIODEPARTMENT GEEALTH

FOR COACHES AND CONTEST OFFICIALS

National Federation of State High School Associatimsi§sion in SportsWhat you Need to Know:
http://www.nfhslearn.com/electiveDetail.aspx?courselD=38000

(This free online course is availabl e trdgstatiogh t he
form to take the course.\Wdhese steps to complete the course:
1. Click on the button that says fAPlease Login to

2. When your registration is complete, you may "order" the free cosewdoerdcalong theHafidside of

the page. Continue following prompts. Although it may leak bkechanged for the cothieeg is no cost.

3. Once you've completed "Checkout," you will be able to take the free online course.

4. When you have completed and passadsbeyan have the aptf printing a certificat®wipletion.

5. All Ohio Officials should select this option to print, retain a copy efdhe cartifiéiatvith them to all
contests.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Heads Up Slondus/outh Sports @iine Training
Programhttp://www.cdc.gov/concussion/HeadsUp/online_training.html

PLEASENOTB:ot h courses offer a fAcertificate of compl e
organizations to search fotrankcoaches and other individuals such as doi@stwho have completed the
coursewhile the CDC course does not.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

lWhat are the O0signs, symptoms, or behaviors
The Nationkkederation rulsté some of the signs, sympdochehaviors consistent vaitimeussion. The
U.S. Department of Health andrHbemaices, Centers for Dis€asérol and Prevention has published the
following list of signsngioms and behavibeg are consistentva concussion:

SIGNS OBSERVED BY OTHERS SYMPTOMS REPORTED BY ATHLETE
Appears dazed or stunned

isconfused about assignment

Forgets plays

Is unsure of game, score, or opponent
Moves clumsily

Answers questions slowly

Headache

Nausea

Bahnce problems or dizziness

Double or fuzzy vision

Sensitivity to light or noise

Feeling sluggish

Loses consciousness

Shows behavior or personality changes
Cannotecall events prior to hit

Cannot recall events after hit

Feeling foggy or gy

Concentration or memory problems

Confusion

2.Who is responsible for administering this rule?
All individuals who have responsibilities and duties in thestiderggetots environmentesmonsible:
coaches, contest officials, adntimistrstudents, parents and medical personnel.

3. What is the role of coaches in administering this rule?

cons

A Coaches are to revi ewoneusgon&ndto prohibitdgte svhogliapt and sy

these signs or symptoms from périgipaa practice or a contest.

A Coaches are not medi o#oldetepmine Whetses or sinitnt has sestaided h a v e

a concussion. The coach is responsible for insuring that tesstoteare notified and the stsdeferired
to a medical professional.

- Coaches shall be aware that any student removeétioce ar a contest duestesspected concussion or
head injurshall not return to participation on the same dalyeaiemoval.

- Coaches shall possessreeati Pupil Activity Program/CQuoglekrmit and shall take otteapproved

online concussion courses upon renewal of the permit.

4.What is the role of contest officials in administering the rule?

A Officials are t o rtoesoadf@mcussionand ko rifiseetdiate meenoval bf gy s
student who displays these eigsianptoms. When informirtgetieecoach about removal of an athlete, the
official shall be accompanied by anothed)@kictad if possible.

AAn officiashdl not permit the athlete who has been reaiowmder this rule to returndompetition that
same day
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A 1'f a contest offici al toretrntwsompettiorn obdhee dapas semaval,e nt h
that official shall immediately @y and remove that studentdoampetition and report the incident to the

OHSAA.

A Note that official s a rteortntodetermredvhethento sjdert has s s i o n a
sustained a concussion. The officigdassiléor directing remowalen he or she observes signs and

symptoms that may indicate a student is concussed.

- All Officials shall possess either a current Pupirdgtantyddaching Permit orcsiraplete one of the

online concussion courses wigoralddr three years from the daternpletion.

- Atinitial licensure or renewal of the OHSAA officiating qféamait stiedl indicate thairhehe has either a

current Pupil Activity Program/CoBelnimg or has completed otiee@pmved online concussion courses.

- All officials should carry with them evidence of completion of opdmfdlfasall tinvasile officiating a

contest.

-Of ficials are requirdédd Consubm®i D houRedpdvert OHHBAA hi h
student has been removed from a contest under this regulation.

5. What are the expectations of studémietes in concussion management?

A wWhile all i ndi vlasticathlétiss prognam hidesi@endibility to retolgtiéeepdtamttale r s ¢ h o
for catastrophic injury and even deatlofi@msions, it is also the responsibility ofesitletestto recognize

the signsymptoms and behaviors consistent with a concussion.

A S t-athbbtesnwho exhibit symptoms swids a énsciousness, headackrzjmess, confusion or balance
problems, have tlesponsibility to report thieseediately to their coach and/or health canemabfess

Teammates also sharad¢lsponsibility to report these symptoms when they areyexfi@hioed diudent

athlete.

Studenathletes shall review and sign, on an annual basis, along meitkstbiEigpbguardians, the Ohio

Depart ment cussion |rferraatian Bheat foodide ©HSAA website and at this link
http://www.healthyohioprogram.org/~/ewdthg®hio/ASSETS/Files/injury%20prevention/c
oncussion/Interscholastic%20Concussion%20B5620@28%20Revised%202.ashx

6. Who decides if an athlete has not been concasdéar who has recovered frogpacussion?

AOnlyan M.D. (Medical Doctor), (D@xtor of Osteopatbygrnother health care proajuEoved by the

school 6s Board of diddwheisdctingimaccondaitmmndoéthe fofjoovimgeas ni ng b
applicable to the providerodés authority to practic
1) In consuliah with a physician;

2) Pursuant to the referral of a physician;

3) In collaboration with a physician;

4) Under the supervision of a physician.

is empowered to make thgterdetermination that an athletoh@seived a concussion.

Even if that detmination has been made, however, the studay not return to practicearmpetition on

the same day he/she has been removed from a practice or congpeétion

No. 7 below).

I f any one of these physicians or lamsbednari zed med
concussion, that decision is final.

7. Can an athlete return to play on the same day as hegdbeeh removed from a practiceompetition

for asuspected concussion?

ANo, under no circumstances can that athlete return to play that day

A No coach or contest o hdideoritozdmpeitomduapater theoniial a st u d
removal until that student has beesesdsesl cleared for returnvmitten authorizatioby a physician or

licensed healtlare provider authorized byctheol.

A If the event cont i nuedeven physicianmhaslultisdmotiteovet @tyrstp t h e n
play desions.

8. Once the day has concluded, who can issue authorizagtnndo practice/competitionthe sport for
a student who has diagnosed with a concussion?
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A Once a concussion has dpereved hehlithaarenperwdlyd physjciareor p hy s i
approved provider can authorizegsigiogdreturn To Play (RTP)susidauthorization shall be in writing to the
administration of the school. This RiliRanthorization shall be kept at the school indefiritelyprt of
tamt st ud e nrecord. Cliokehdripd/ahsaa.drg/medicine/AuthorizationToReenéecpd$ the
OHSAA

iMedi cal Authorization to Return to Playo F
A School administrati on issibnadr rdturnttohpeeiplayot i f y t

or m.
he coa

9. What should be done after the student is cleared by an appropriate health care professional?
A After a clearance h ausntdpmetice andplaysholibly a graduateds t udent 6
protocol.

A The Nat iobStatelHigiFSehba Asdonmhasrincluded the follogvadpated protocol in its
Suggested Guidelines for Management of Concussion in Sports:

(Note:This is simply a suggested protocol. The dappregltiacare professionaisgbes the cleacamay
wish to establish a different graduated protocol.)

NFHS SUGGESTED MEDICALCLEARANCE RETURN TO PLAY PROTOCOL

1. No exertional activity until asymptomatic.

2. When the athlete appears clear, bdgipdaivactivity such as walking, stationaatcbike,

3. Initiate aerobic activity fundamental to specific spannsired) asskating, and maybelgio progressive

strength training activities.

4. Begin nezontact skill drills specific to sport such as dribbling, fielding, batting, etc.

5. Fultontact in practice setting.

6. Game play/competition.

A Athlete must remai n as§tispfterosoggdstedehattaiete otrb@ajloweds s t o
to progress more than one level per day.)

A I'f sympt oms mntepravious leamd shduld beecevaluased bppreptiate health care
professional.

A Medical check shoul d o c aamrthe medicabfessional shalltbeabtained ( Fi n
before the athlete eggmin any unrestrictefluficontact activity.)

QUICK LINKS FROM THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

OHIODEPARTMENT GIEALTHCONCUSSIOINFORMATIOBHEET
HTTR/MWWHEALTHYOHIOPROGRM@~MEDIAHEALTHOHIGASSET SIEESINJURY0 2(PREVENTIABIONCUS
SIOMINTERSCHOLASTR0O@NCUSSIGN20BRM020%200DH% 28R SER62022SHX

Online Concussion Management Trailitigp://www.healthyohioprogram.org/concussion.aspx#Training

Ohi ob6s Return to Play Law: Frequently Asked Quest
http://www.healthyohioprogram.org/~/media/HealthyOhio&S86EMSHR20prevention/concussion/Frequently
%20Asked%20Questions%20Updated%202513.ashx

Ohi o6s Return to Play Law: What Coaches and Refer
http://www.healthyohioprogram.org/~/media/HealthyOhio/ASSETS/Files/injury%20prevertiondég0cussion/Re
t0%20Play%2020What%20Coaches%20Need%20t0% 20 KH@0B2®01%20Sports%20Final.ashx

Ohi o6s Return to Play Law:- What Parent/ Guardians
http://www.healthyohioprogram.org/~/media/HealthyOhio/ASSETS/Files/injury% 20 pav@&aton/ébR0ussi
t0%20Play%2020What%20Pare@isardians%20Need%20t0%20Kn&a2032ho0l%20Sports%20
%20Final.ashx

ADDITIONACONCUSSION RESOURCES

Ohio Department of Health, Violence and Injury Prevention Ri&gaats/Recreation Traumatic Brain
Injuries-

http://www.healthyohioprogram.org/vipp/child/tbi.aspx

CDC Heads Up: Concussion in Youth Sports

Nati onwi de ClCdnaissiemliriocsmatibo Bopikitt a |
http://www.nationwidechildrens.org/concussiontoolkit
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CDC Materials on Returning to SchaydPérents, School Nurses and Educators
http://www.cdc.gov/concussion/HeadsUp/schools.html

Ohio Legislative Service Commissioner HB 143 Bill Araligpigwww.Isc.state.oh.us/analyseshR9A
129.pdf

Brain Injury Association of Oliiaeww.biaoh.org

For current and-tgadate information on concussions you can go to:
http://www.cdc.gov/ConcussioninYouthSports/

OFFICIALB COPY OF THE OHSAA CONCUSSEFRIDRR CAN BE FOUND AT THE
END OF THIS MANUAL

REFERENCE INFORMATION

The safety of our stugghletes is of utmost concern at all times. Information regarding the following important
topics can be foundvaiw.ohsaagand atvww.nfhs.org

Heat Stress and Athletic Participation
Recommendations for Hydration to Prevent Heat lliness
Suggested Guidelines for Management of Head Trauma in Sports
Communicable Disease Procedures (damfalsiod in the front of the NFHS Rules Book)
Links to the following sites:
o Joint Advisory Committee on Sports Medicine
Ohio Athletic Trainers Association
American Medical Society for Sports Medicine
Ohio Parents for Drug Free Youth
National Athleti@aifrers Association (NATA)
Gatorade Sports Science Institute News

LIGHTNING AND INCLEMENT WEATHER

(OHSAAGenerabportsRegulation)

= =4 =4 -4

O O O oo

The current Lightning and Inclement Weather Policy: states
WEATHER
Recognition:
Coaches, athletic trainers, athdetesnistrators and contest officials should be educated regarding the
signs indicating thunderstorm development. Since the average distance between successive lightning
flashes is approximately two to threeANaSMHEhat lightning can be seenandhéhe risk is already
present. Weather can be monitored using the following methods:
1 Monitor Weather PatterinBe aware of potential thunderstorms by monitoring local weather
forecasts the day before and morning of the competition, and byscaforisgiiseof
potential thunderstorm activity.
1 National Weather Servicé/eather can also be monitored using small, portable weather radios

from the NWS. The NWS uses a system of severe storm watches and warnings watch indicates

conditions are favaeafor severe weather to develop in any area; a warning indicates severe
weather has been reported in an area, and everyone should take proper precautions. Any
thunderstorm poses a risk of injury or death even if it does not meet the critey@lifer.severe

Therefore, anytime thunderstorms are in the forecast (even if it is only a 20 percent chance), eve

organizers shall be at a heightened level of awareness to the potential danger of lightning.
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Management:

1 Evacuationi If lightning is imminera thunderstorm is approaching, all personnel, athletes and
spectators shall evacuate to available safe structures or shelters. A list of the closest safe
structures should be announced and displayed on placards at all athletic venues.

1 Thirtyminute rulé Competition or practice shall be suspended once lightning has been
recognized or thunder is heardndhigatoryo wait at least 30 minutes after the last flash of
lightning is witnessed or thunder is heard prior to resuming practice oGoanhétion.
average rates of thunderstorm travel, the storm shoultZmolesifvay from the area. This
significantly reduces the risk of local lightningAlagkabsequent lightning or thunder
after the beginning of the-Blnute count shalkset the clock, and another count shall
begin.

OFFICIALS
OFFICIALS CODE OF ETHICS
(Fronwww.nfhs.oemnd the NFHS Softball Rules Book)
Officialsat interscholastic athletic events are participants in the edueltmeahdof high school
students. As such, they must exercise a high lededcypleadf, independence and responsibility. The
purpose of this Code is to establish guidelines for ethical standards of conduct for all interscholastic

officials.

Officialsshall master both the rules of the game and the mechanics necessary to enforce the rules, anc
shall exercise authority in an impartial, firm and controlled manner.

Officialsshall work with each other and their state associations in a andstoggismative manner.

Officialsshall uphold the honor and dignity of the profession in all interactioatwitghestudent
coaches, athletic directors, school administrators, colleagues, and the public.

Officialsshall prepare themselves bostigally and mentally, shall dress neatly and appropriately, and
shall comport themselves in a manner consistent with the high standards of the profession.

Officialsshall be punctual and professional in the fulfillment of all contractual obligations.

Cfficialsshall remain mindful that their conduct influences the respectdtidéwsadenaches and
the public hold for the profession.

Officialsshall, while enforcing the rules of play, remain aware of the inherent risk of injury that competit
poses to studeathletes. Where appropriate, they shall inform event management of conditions or
situations that appear unreasonably hazardous.

Officialsshall take reasonable steps to educate themselves in the recognition of emergency conditions
thatmight arise during the course of competition.
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PRE-SEASON PREPARATIONS

We have encouraged coaches to invite local officials to meet with their tseasdanmgrkoeits.

It allows the officials to meet the athletes and discuss new suédkletegiaa opportunity to ask

guestions and have a discussion prior to game days. We also recommended inviting an official(s) to a
season meeting with team parents. Again, it provides a forum for healthy discussions and an opportut
for parent® learn more about the game. Many of you already participate in such activities, but for thos
that do not, please get involved!

ADDRESS CHANGES Officials

NOTEAddress changes are now to be maintained byiafficial®hsaa.orglick omyOHSAA.
Renewal notices are emailed to the address you havengi@ét8aA M No notices witiHysically
mailed to yoln order teenew, yomay mail a check to the OHSAA with your permit number in the
memo line, or yoaynwenew dine from Juneliine 30 of each year.

UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS

Details concerning the OHSAA Softball Umpires diitofound gage 48f the Handbook for
OfficialsThis can be locatedtsi://www.ohsaa.org/officials/OHSAAOfficialsHandbook.pdf

Letds resolve to makMaekehsueéefalt sbitbekapdot
which is now REQUIREDEW reminders regarding uniforms:

1. Pantsare to be either Heather Gray or Charcoal Gray. All umpires on the same crew for a regulz
season/tournament game are to be dressed alike. In the event that the umpires do not agree to
wear charcoal gray pants, heather gray pants shall be worn.

2. AMLUnavyshirt with the OHSIAgo embroidered or sublimakednew OHSAA logo is
mandatory. It is not permissible to wear a long sleeve garment under the short sleeve shirt. An
American Flag patch/emblem is optional for the shirt and, if worn,esledtl dleawe th
approximately two inches below the shoulder with the star field facing to the front. No other logs
patches, emblems or numbers are permitted on the officiating uniform.

3. Wear an approveshtor a long sleeve navy shilt the OHSAA loghéfweather requires
more than a short sleeve ghatket shall be the red shoulder stripeNawgelith red/white
trim on the shoulder. The OHSAA logo shall be displayed on the jacket

4. Beginning with the 2014 seasonawy cap with the OHSAA logisvequired. The caps
wi t hOH 3 Ablodk letters will no longer be acceptable

The plate umpire shall wear all protective equipment required by rule and shall also wear one or two b
bags. Both ball bags shall be of the same color.

Penalty for ammproper uniformmFine not to exceed $100

OHSAA LOCAL ASSOCIATION MEETINGS

OHSAA Local Association Meetings are avaiablebsaa.org Under AOfficiatin
Rules Meetings. Select Locad Ridetings on the left side, sport: fast pitchSoftibalDfficials
musiattend four local association meetings.
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COACHES RATING PROCEDURES

Please watch our website and be prepared to receive notification through your athletic administrator
concerimg the rating system that coaches will use to evaluate contest officials who are being considere
for tournament assignméiiachegateumpires/officials, other approved individvake for
umpires/officialsRatings are done at the conclusion ofmraegaoting occurs at the end of the

season. Officials are not able to see how a coach rated. Your contest information, including

of ficial s i nfor mat i o matamasageménesyseem.tCensudt gouri nt o t
athletic administrator

SOFTBALBGIRLS

A. GENERAL REGULATIONS
1) Interscholastic Participation
1.1) No team or individual may play more than two gaaye$npsoftball, each teaimddridual may play three
game®n a noschool dagne time during the regular season
Note Completion of a suspended game along with a regularly scheduled game(s) is not considered a
doubleheader (penalsge Sports Regulation 20).
1.2) Teams No school team may participate in more than 27 regular season games on 2Pegiyyng dates
team that exceeds the regular season participation limitation shall not be permitted to participate in the OHSAA

tournament.
Note Double headers may be played on any day pursuant to Board of Education or similar governing board
policy.

121)Any scheduled regular season game in softball which is not started due to unforeseen circumstances such as
failure of team to arri ve, strikes, school cl osin
lostrecords.

1.3) Individuds i An individual may play on a maximum of 32 playing dates glper@bi®dAournaments.

1.31) If an individual plays a game at any level on separate dates, each game counts toward the 32 playing dates
limitation. (Example: A student playsrimaasity game on Monday and a varsity game on Wednesday.
Participation in both games counts as two dates toward the 32 maximum for the individual player.)

1.32) If an individual plays in-sarsity game aad/arsity game in the same day, e@eltatpes not count
toward the 32 playing dates limitation. (Example: A student pleysity game and a varsity game on
a Thursday. Participation in both games counts as one date toward the 32 maximum for the individual player.)
Penalty Any stlent who exceeds the maximum playing date limitation shall not be eligible for the OHSAA
tournament.

Note If the games described in 1.32 are occurring simultaneously, that same individual may not re
enter the game where the initial participati@uoccu
14) Interrupted Games
141 A game called for any reason, where a winner cannot be deter28heatr @ify game called at any
time for mechanical failure (artificial lights, water systems, etc.) will be treated as a sufipended game. |If
game is to be completed, it will be continued from the point of suspension, with the lineup and batting order o
each team exactly the same as the lineup and batting order at the moment of suspension subject to the rules
of the game. Such game wibingleted unless both coaches agree not to do so.
142 When the visiting team has scored one or more runs to tie the score or to take the lead, and the home team
has not retaken the lead, the game shall be suspended when the following mr@imstances p
1) The game has gone five innings and;
2) The game is called while an inning is in progress but before it is completed.

143 There cannot be a tie game. Games are won, lost or suspended.

15 Any suspended OHSAA tournamensigahi®e continued from the point of suspension at a later time. All

OHSAA tournament games shall be played to completion.

16) A softball game ends anytime after five innings when a team is 10 or more runs behind and has completed its termr
bat (rgular season games and tournament games).
17) Previews A preview may be scheduled and playsdninky with the first day after the official start day of

coachingnd ending with the date of the first regular season game of the teanpseérieivathy Aot

exceed four innings for any one player or team and shall be played according to National Federation Fast Pitch

Softball Ruleldo more than one preview may be participated in during a season

18) The high school pitching distanceeHalifeet. For middle school, the required distance shall be 40 feet.

2) Uniforms
2.1) Uniforms of all team members shall be of the same color and style. State Associations may, on an individual basis
permit a player to participate while veediffiegent style uniform for religious reasons. A number on the back of
each playerds jersey is required and shall be at | e
with the color of the shirt. The numbers may have a colatréstidgrcovhich shall not exceed ¥ inch. No
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3)

4

5)

6)

players on the same team shall wear identicaln@mbeend 00 are considered the s;
official uniform (including uniform jersey, and/or pants/short/skirt, etc., visible wuksgsioolents psa

and headwear) may bear only a single manufacturer 6s
exceed 2 ¥ square inches with no dimension exceeding 2 ¥ inches on each item. One American flag (2 inch x 3
inch maximum) yrize worn on each item of uniform apparel, and either commemorative or memorial patch, not to
exceed 4 square inches and with written state association approval, may be worn on the jersey, provided neither tf
flag nor the patch interferes with thigywviditile numbbiote See NFHS Regulation 3 Section 2 Uniforms,

Player Equipment for additional information.

Outof-State Travel

A softball team may travel out of state to compete in contest scrimmages, previews and games imstates or provinces i
Canada that are contiguous to Ohio regardless of distance to travel. The states include Indiana, Kentucky,
Michigan, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. The province includes Ontario. Additionally, a softball team may
travel ouf of state one time pesdhtdastic season to compete in states or provinces in Canada that are not
contiguous to Ohio provided there is no loss of school time.

AiSchool timeod is defined as any time dur i cagoptachy day du
school calendar exclusive of contingenciPeagky for violatioriThe school shall be ineligible for the OHSAA
postseason tournament in the sport in whichfstateuravel was involved and could be subject to additional
penalties agferenced in Bylaw 11.

EXCEPTION: If, because of missed school days due to calamity situations, ascbibhardaggsion

becomes a school day(s) in order tamekethe missed school day, the school may compete in a contest(s)

outside thetate of Ohio provided:

1) The school had contracted for/committed to said trip/contest(s) at least three months prior to the contest(s) in
guestion and;

2) The school receives written permission from the
scheduled event.

A softball team may not travel out afrdyate practi¢8ee Bylaw®2) However, teams may practice out of state while

there to compete in contéstg.contest played in agooniguous state must tasra gameaot as a

scrimmageNo regulaeason games can be played prior to the official start of the OH 24w giedtestion

of this outfstate regulatiancluding the practice regulation and participating in regular season contests prior to

the official start eahall result in the removal of the school team (all levels) from the OHSAA tournament

Ejection for Unsporting Conduct

SeeEjection Policies for Players and Coachmeter Sections 13 and 14 of the General Sports Regulations.

Note The use ahy equipment/object to create additional noise is a violation of the unsporting conduct regulation.
Noisemaking devices are not permitted in the dugout. This would include musical instruments, whistlesaind horns. It is alsc
permissible to bang itsoth as ball buckets or bang bats on dugouts, benches or fences. Note that the penalty section for
violations of this rule permits a fAwarningoerthbut for r
coach of the offender(s).

Transfer Bylaw

Due to many questions regarding this bylaw and its application to students desiring to play softball, please go to the OHSA
website (www.ohsaa.org), click on theefibl it@i @islsiitsy o ilIni
understanding of this bylaw. Note that students who transfer and do not meet an exception to this bylaw are ineligible for a
contests (including scrimmages and preview) until regular season contest number 14 in softball.

Nonlnterscholastic Participation
6.1) A member of an interscholastic softball squad (any student who has played in a scrimmage, preview or regular
season/tournament game as a substitute or starter) sponsored by the Board of Education or other governing boarc
shall not participate in a namerscholastic progralffryouts, practice or contest) as an individual or as a
member of a team in the sport of gbfthalli ng t he (SpolisdRedulétiny. s eas on
6.2) A member of an interscholastic softiaall(aqy student who has played in a scrimmage, preview or regular
season/tournament game as a substitute or starter) sponsored by the Board of Education or other governing boarc
may participate in siimterscholastic softball prior to and after theeswolnder the following conditions:
6.21) The number of interscholastic softball players from the same sclio@rsohmlastic squad is limited
to four on the roster of thatmerscholastic squad. A roster is defined as all theofthmieatse
squad on that nimterscholastic squad
Note Graduating seniors who are participating -ontexsaholastic softball squad after their final
interscholastic contest of the season in the sport of softball are exempttioom this limita
6.22) There is no limit on the number of softball squad members from the same school participating on the same
squad during the period beginning Friday prior to Memorial D&jey@eRedk) { July 312016
provided the players hamcluedtheir school season.
6.23) A player may continue to play withrtersnholastic squad in a national qualifying tournament in excess of
the four player limitation after July 31 until the squad is eliminated but no later than Labor Day.
6.24) Participation in indoor fast pitch softball is not a violation of-{Di¢Bgehalastic Sports RegulaBion 7.
(which restricts the number of squad members from the same sithmay ¢al fimaigors fridmvember
1,2015 through Februar216for studerdthletesThe number of students freragtime team
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8)

9

participating during this time is unrestricted. School coaches are not permitted to coach members of their
school teams in indoor leagues (or fall leagues).
6.25) Noninterscholastic peigiation includes tryouts, training, practice and competition.

6.3) A student may not play in amerscholastic softball contest, game or scrimmage, while a member of the school
softball squad, unt il t h e ddet Ths sncluded urrmmentewhen t eam h as
applicable.

6.4) A girl playing on a school softball team MAY patrticipaietensahnuasstow pitchoftball team at the same
time with the permission of the school coach. This is not a violatdH SAwetiy recognizes fast pitch
softball as a sport.

6.5) An intramural team is aint@rscholastic team (Spgegulation 73,and all rules for Aaterscholastic teams
apply.

6.6) In accordance with Sports Regulation 7.5, intersoftblalttoaches are prohibited from coaching their own
interscholastic squad members-intastholastic softball except for 10 days froindiin& 1L

6.7) All-Star Games Regulation permitting coaches to coach their owatlisietdsrdn nschool teams outside of

the school teambés season.
4. 71) I nterscholastic team coachesStarmentestscGpackee pl ayer
are permitt®tdan®d® comtchstin iAfAltheey meet all the foll

a) Participants shall be selected from at least four schools.
b) All participants shall be graduating seniors or students completing their athletic eligibility at the end of the
semester.
c) Participants shall not participate untiegfteave participated in their final contest for their school
Note 8hadbAGh$has b0 ¢ aimerssholasticevemsoby rule. Sattilgies in team sports
who wish to par tsitcarpoa tceo ni prieetsuhuai seasbs ntayhdet ssevitbbed jebpardy
to eligibility provided the students maintain compliance with General Sports Regulation 7.3.
Penalty For a senior, violation of this regulation may result in the loss of athletic eligibiliyffitrethe balance
school year. For all other students, the penalty may result in loss of eligibility for the ensuing season in the sport ir
which the student participated in-BtarAdbntest.
6.9 Individual Nosnterscholastic Competition Dates
A softbidathlete who has not participated for a school team in softball that season +intestsobadastion
softball competition six weeks (42 days) prior to the Monday of the State Tournaments in softball in order to be
eligibldor OHSAA Tournament etitign provided applicable bylaws and regulations have been followed.

DateAprill8, 2016

Instructional Programs

School coaches may provide individual instruction to up to four (4) individuals anytime outside of the season outside of the
contact period. No more than four individuals at one time may be present at the same time in all combined facilitie:
(See General Sports Regulation 8.2).

No ContadPeriodd Coaches
SeeRegulations for No Contact Peifid@oachesinder Sectidil of the General Sports Regulations.

Penalties
9.1) The maximum penalty for violation ofR&gurtation. 2(participatiomith a nemterscholastic softball squad
whil e a member of the school 6gulationsfoeanysmembedofttet i ¢ soft

school squad EXCEPT a senior is ineligibility for the remainder of the interscholastic softball season or the ensuing
softball seasofor a senior, the maximum penalty shall be ineligibility for the remaindereafrthe school

9.2) The penalty for a coach for violation of Sports Réegutaiimerscholastic programay include suspension,
probation, public censure, fine not to exceed $1,000 per occurrence, or such other penalty as the Commissioner r
deem apppoiate.

SPECIFIC REGULATIOKS®ades92

Coaching and instruction may ibEghruary22016

First gamieMarc26 2016

Deadline date for OHSAA Tournadeni25 2016

Tournament seed/drawing médiagl, 2016 200 pm

Coaching and Seasoniedunell, 2016

Scrimmages or Previewtaximum of four scrimmages or three scrimmages and od@previdest played in & non

contiguous state must count as a game

Regular season games permilfEimum of 27 on 27 playing dates

Doubleheademaybeplayed oany day pursuant to school policy

Ruled National Federation Fast Pitch Softball

Officials:

9.1) Varsity All umpires must be OHSAA Class 1 .officials

9.2) Reserve/dior VarsityMinimum of one OHSAA Class 1 or 2 softball umpireReggiidiess of number, all must
be Class 1 or 2.

9.3) Freshmah OHSAA Class 1, 2 or 3 softball umpires required. Regardless of number, all must be Class 1, 2 or 3
umpires itraining.
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Note If only one OHSAA official is present to officiate the contest, the contest may be played if opposing coaches

mutually agree.

C. SPECIFIC REGULATIOMSades 7 & 8

1) Coaching and instruction mayibEghruarg2, 2016

2) Dae first game may be playidrci2g 2016

3) Coaching and Seasoniehahell 2016

4) Scrimmages permitteétlmaximum of two scrimmages per year.

5) Regular season games permiliteckimum 17 and one postseason tournament not to exareed.four g

6) Rules National Federation Fast Pitch Softball.

7) Officials OHSAA Class 1, 2 or 3 softball umpires required. Regardless of number, all must be Class 1, 2 or 3 umpires in

training.

Note If only one OHSAA official is present te tiféaiantest, the contest may be played if opposing coaches mutually

agree.
Softball 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Coaching Begins 2/22 2/20 2/19 2/18 2/24 2/22
Season Begins 3/26 3/25 3/24 3/23 3/28 3/27
Nonlnterscholastic Date 4/18 4/17 4/16 4/15 4/20 4/19
Sectional 5/75/14 5/65/13 5/55/12 5/45/11 5/95/16 5/85/15
District 5/165/21 5/155/20 5/145/19 5/135/18 5/185/23 5/175/22
Regional 5/255/28 5/245/27 5/235/26 5/225/25 5/275/30 5/265/29
State 6/26/4 6/16/3 5/316/2 5/306/1 6/46/6 6/36/5
Season Ends 6/11 6/10 6/9 6/8 6/13 6/12
Easter 3/27 4/16 4/1 4/21 4/12 4/4
Coacli No Contact Period 8/89/5 8/79/4 8/69/3 8/59/2 8/109/7 8/99/6

SOFTBALBGIRLS STATE TOURNAMENT ROTATION SCHEDULE

201620262024

201720212025

201820222026

201920232027

v

\%

\%

[\

THESE REGULATIONS CAN ALSO BE FOUND ON THE SOFTBALL PAGE OF THE OHSAA WEBSITE
WWW.OHSAA.OR®N THE LEFT HAND SIDE OF THE SOPTRAE ( UNDER THE LI NK 0
ON THE WEBSITE), IN THE GRAY BOX YOU WILL R20IB 3NETBALL REGULATIONS.

Qo_»
Ve
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http://www.ohsaa.org/

(Applies to
Handbook)

OHSA GENERAL SPORTS REGULAT20E36
ALL spdr@an be foundwatvw.ohsaa.ougdethe SPORTS Liakd in the OHSAA

Tournament Regulations are availablevaihsaa.ofafter approvatta wi nt er Boar d

TOURNAMENT REGULATIONS

meeting)On the webst e ,  u rosklect Bftlfals @aurnanment Regulatiofwitideelsted under
Tournament Information on the left side.

RULES INFORMATION

% Softball Rule Changes 2016

Rule

Change

2-574

Projected Substitudeprojected substitute is the act of enteringuesuwbthout firs
removing a player from that position in the lineup.

NFHS Softball Rule Changes can betftambteginning of the NFHS 26ftball
Rules Boolnformation about the projected substitute can be found on page
NFHS 2016 8ball Rules Book.

NFHS Ebooks are availablevat.nfhs.org/ebooks

Major Editorial Chang28®b

Rule

324

One American flag (2 inch x 3 inch maximum) may be worn or occupy spac
By state association adoption, for special occasions, commemorative or me
not to exceed 4 square inches, may be worn on the jersey.

TWO MAJOR EDITORIAL CHANGES FROM 2015 HIGHLIGHTED BELOW

51-4 (From
2019

After a dead ball situatien, ttb a | | becomes | ive when i
and the umpire calls and/or signal s 1

7-1-1&2
Pen 2(From
2015)

When an improper batter becomes a runner or is put out and the defensive team &
umpire befethe next pitch (legal or illegal), or prior to an intentional base on balls (
before all infielders have left fair territory and the catcher vacates her normal fieldir
halfinning is endinghe umpire shall declare the battehoutd have batted out (not the
i mproper batter). The i mproper batter
bench area. All outs stand and runners who were not declared out must return to t
occupied at the time of the pigchuher advances because of a stolen base, wild pitqg
ball (F.P.) or an illegal pitch (F.P.) while the improper batter is at bat, such advancg
OHSAA notes that while the first sent
ater half inning is endimag,a period. It is a grammatical error in the NFHS Rule bool
NFHS NOTE: If any situation arises which could lead to an appeal by the defense
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of the game, umpires should not leave the field until dliawédefefair territory and the
catcher has vacated her normal fielding position. If teams line up to shake hands, t
chance for an appeal even if the defensive infielders have not crossed the foul line
can leave the game atghist. No appeal can be made once the umpires have left th

2016Points of Emphasis

The NFHS has identified the following as points of emphaXid @oAdditional information
can be found on page4-86of theNFHSR015Softball Rule &k

A
A

Strike Zone
DP/Flex Education

A Pitching

205150154 Ste ssocinion dpions

The National Federation has igmitiollowing items (pageBte rules book) that may or may not be
adopted by each state association (those addressirglswe Ipgen excluded as they are not applicable in
Ohio). The OHSAA adoptions are indicated as such.

1-2-1 NOTE:A double first baspésmitted 810)- Adopted in OH

3-2-1 State associations may, on an individual basis, permit a player to participate while wearing a different st
uniform for religious reasbagpted in OH

324 By State Assaociation Adoption, for special occasions, a commenmooaity @aitcmenot to exceed 4
square inches, may be worn on the Aafspted in Ohio

4-2-3 By state association adoption, game ending procgdigreeteanineddopted in OH (see game
ending procedures outlined in OHSAA Points of Emphasis).

4-2-3 NOTE 2By state association adoption, the number of innings fith gaanaskin a doubleheader

maybe scheduled for fimeingsCurrenstate association gasmaling procedures still applypted
in OH

Game ending procedures adopted in Ohio are as follows:

1. A game may end anytime afitezinnings, whem team is 10 or more rurehind and has
completed its turat bat for regular season and tournament games.

2. If agame is called prior to the completion of any full inning, after the fifth inning, the game
becomes a suspended game, provided the gis#Em has scored one or more rurtgeto
the score or take the lead and the home team does not complete its turn at bat.

3. Any suspended OHSAA tournament game shall be continued from the point of suspension
at a later time. All OHSAA tournament gamd<shalayed to completion (6 1/2 or 7
innings); however, the-fin rule applies.

NOTE: By state association adoption, a game called for any reason, where a winner cannot be
determined, or any game called at any time for mechanicalifailuaetificial lights, water systems, etc.)
will be treateds a suspended gamé the game is to be completed it will be continued from the point of
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suspension, with the lineup and batting order of each team exactly the same as the lineug andebattin
at the moment of suspension subject to the rules of the game. Such games will be completed unless both
coaches agree not to do €©OHSAA Softball Regulatiori}.4

4-2-6 By state association adoption, the tiebreaker procedure may be instituted at a point in the game specifie
the state associatil@Tadopted in OH

THE OHSAA DOES NOT INSTITUTE A TIEBREAK PROCEDURE FORMO&JiAL to the regul
season as well as OHSAA tournaments.

4-3-1-a State associations are authorized to specify the time frame and/or circumstances before a forfeit will be
declard for a late arrival by one of the td@Wsadopted in @GHA Game Not Started is a No
Contestaccording to OHSAA regulatiomst a forfejt

Rule 43-1ais not applicable in OI@&ISAA Softball RegulatioBlkupersedes and reads as follows:

i Wy scheduled game whiadbtstarted due to unforeseen circumstances such as, failure of team to
arrive, strikes, school closinge t ¢ . i s a nothhlayedaremaot mduted dlosbnGa me s
records InOHSAAast pitch softball, no gamehigst to forfeiture unless the contest has been started

441 Itis optional on the part of a state association as to whether protests [dTpadoyitted .@H

NFHS Rule41regarding a protested game is not applicable in Ohio. The OHSAA Handbook, Bylaw 8

1 statesfProtests arising from the decisions and interpretations obtibest playing ruldsy
officials will not beconsideredand those decisions shall be final. T e mmi ssi oner 6s o
does not have the authority or the jurisdiction to order contests replayed, or to overturn
decisions of contest officials regarding the decisions and interpretations of contest playing
ruesThe decisions and interpretations of the r

52-1b

Note After 30 minutes, the umpire may declare the game\entddd asdociation adoption, suspended.
NOT adopted in OH
While officials may call a game because of weather conditions, OHSAA game ending procedures
apply. It has to be determined if the game is won, lost or suspended.

NFHS/OHSAA CLARIFICATIONS /COMMENT S

Yau will find comments on the ROES Chagesand Points of Emphasis stamtinage 83f the
NFHS 2018oftball Rul&ookThese comments are in regard to the following:

Projected Substitute, American Flag and Commemoratigirikaetdtwese, DP/Flex Educatidn
Pitching

As areminder from lastseasoa:Bt i ng and Catcher6s Hel met s:
manufactured with a glare (mirfike)surface are illegarhis rule change is due to some

of the new helmets being manufactumgh a glare (mirror like) surface which is

distracting and potentially dangerous to other plagerglegal helmet is shown below.
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This helmet is illegal

The NFHSoftball Rids Committealsoshowed concerniadhe 2013 Softball Rules Book
abouenforcement of thei2¢h width pitching requirerféichers are starting and/or

finishing outside the 2dch width limitation without an illegal pitch being declared, giving a
significant advantage to the pitcher and the defensive team.

As a reminder, pitcher is prohibitel r om wear i ng or using any it
judgment, distracts the batter. There have been reports of the pitchers wearing items with optic
yellown prominent locatiofRy use of equipment or part of the uniform that, in the
umpireds view, would distr achycaselbasishndt t er |,
could require the removal of such equipment.

—_—

T

The OHSAA Softball REGULARSEMbeqgins on Saturday, March 26, 208it6reqular season
game may be played prior to this date. Every contest inc@mt@uous state must count as a
regular season contest, thus no _scrimmacgn be played in_a noantiguous state. If you are
playing a contest in a ngontiguous state, the ct@st must be played on Marcho2@éater in the
season.

DOUBLEHEADERS MAY NOW BE PLAYED ON ANY DAY PURSUANT TO BOARD OF EDUCATIC
OR SIMILAR GOVERBINBODY POLI CY. SEE ONOTES6 UNDER SOFTE

No school team may participate in more than 27 reqular season games on 27 playing dates

An individual may play on a maximum of 32 playing dates plus the speS#dked tournaments

IT ISPERMISBLEto instruct all members of the school team duringrénadimsly reserveldy the
OHSAA for pitchers and catoBeexching and Insiction may begin on February 2@5 for all
members of the school team

0] SV S (Vo U el [ IR RNy (Gereral Sport Regulation 8.2.1)

Coachesnany of your questions in regard to giving instruction and coaching
outside of the season can be answered by referencing the information below:

Interscholastic coaches in the sport of softball may provilegtdicichenytime outside
the season of playtside the definedooatact periothdividual instruction is defined as no
more thafour individualpresent at one timeall combined facilitieshere the instruction in
taking place.
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What does thisean? In the past the only time coaches could give instruction to members of the
school team was during the season and during the time period from June 1 to July 31 (wil
restrictionsWhile a coach may sl instructduring open gyms or weighiniméin weight
traininghoequipment used to play the sport may be included in tha sar&oltpachay
nowcoaclkinstruct members of a school team outside of the season at any time outside of the n
contact period as lasdNO MORE THAMDURNDVIDUALSRRE PRESENIT ONE TIME
IN ALL COMBINED FACILITIES

EXAMPLE:IF A COACH IS GIVING TM@VIDUALEHESE INDIVIDUALS DO

NOT HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE SCHOGUTEAME INSTRUCTION ON

THE SOFTBALL FIELRDAANOTHER COACH IS INSTRUTWAESDIVIDUALS

INTHE GYM (PITCHING OFR ®THER SKILANDAT LEASTONEOF THESE

FOURNDINDUALS IS A MEMBER OF THE SCHOOINIEAVIHERIDIVIDUAL

MAYBE ENGAGED IN ANYHERSOFTBALICTIVITY (INCLUDING AN OPEN

GYNIDURING THAT SAME TIME.

IFTHERE ISNSTRUCTION/COACHINIEGRING OUTSIDE OF THE SEARDN
OUTSIDEHE PERMISSIBOIEVEFROM JUNEJULY 31 (10 DAY RESTRICTION),

THERE CAN BE NOREOTHAN FOUR INDIVIDURQEA(F AT LEAST ONE
INDVIDUAL IS A TEAM MEMBEROMBINED FACILITMe wouldot be able

to have an open gym, full of team members, and also instruct just omenibeividual

of the tearand be in compliance if the total number of students participating in these
activities while instruction is taking place is more théehfae!'excluded those

engaged in weight training/conditioning from this four person limitation as no equipmer
used in playing the sport can be utilized in physical fithess programs.

NOTE: | believe that there has been a mimietation of the above rul@.2.}.

Many of our regul ations deal with ©omemb
applies toall individuals in combined facilities being given instryction just

0t eam mé atbeastose t&am member is involved, then you must count the

total number of individuals involved and the total number may not exceed four.
Please make a note of the correct interpretation.

1 An individual may compete in both a varsity aadgsityorcontest that is occurring
simultaneously; however, that sameualdiag notreenter the game where the initial
participation occurréd individual may play on a maximum of 32 playing dates plus the
OHSA/Aponsored tournamer&chool teams are limited to 27 regular season contests.

Softball Game Ending and Suspendédthterrupted Game Procedures

Most softball games end when the team behind in the score completes its turn at bat in the seventh innil
(or an extra inning) or the home team scores the go ahead run in the seventh inning (or any extra inning
This rule adjusted when both schools have agreed to play a five inning game when multiple regular
season games (such as a doubleheader) are scheduled for the same day.

Under OHSAA rules any game also ends whenever a team has a ten run lead and theeteam behind in tt
score has completed its turn at bat in the fifth inning or the home team takes a ten run lead in the fifth in
In the event the visiting team holds a ten run lead after the sixth inning or the home team takes a ten rur
lead in the bottom of the &irthg, the ten run rule would apply (there is no ten run rule in a scheduled

five inning game). In addition any game will also end when both head coaches and the plate umpire
mutually agree to shorten and terminate the game. A game will alse artewdemder NFHS

rule 43-1, howevem OHSAA play mgame can be forfeited until after it has staftedhme which

cannot be started fAdlofthese plesragply sqoatly ta regulaa sedsbheandC o n t
tournament games.

Unde©OHSAA rul es, games are never call ed and Ast
game is interrupted or suspended for any reason, and the game cannot be resumed that day the game
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be suspended if the team behind in the score hadetetdatenurn at bat in the fifth itiringgular
season contest has gone beyond this difth inningjt is a complete game, subject to two
important exceptions:

1. Tie gamdhe OHSAA does not permit contests to end in a tie. All gantestaoe won,
suspendedherefore, tie games are suspendélny game i s al so sus
2. Hasgone five inningdlDthe visiting team has scored one or more runs to tie the score
or take the lead, and the home team has not retakeliNBDthlegames icalled
while an inning is in progress but before it has been completed.

1 When a suspended game is completed it shall be continued from the point of suspension with batting or
and lineups the same. Substitutions may euspeleded gamesthatarmt r esumed ar e a
Contest. o

Examples Of Completed Games Are As Follows

1. In aregular season game the home team isGahftadf®e innings and:
-the game is called prior to the start of the sixRulmingomplete Game
-the first batterttme top of the sixth inning is at bat with any count and the gaRwliisgcalled.
Completé&same
-the first batter in the top of the sixth inning reaches base and the gRuingQmaitpiete Game
-The visiting team scores one run in the ¢ggixtihtimning and the game is called at any time during the
sixth inningRulingComplete Game
-the visiting team scores two runs in the top of the sixth inning and the sixth inning is not completed, nor
does the home team retake the lead in the hb&@mtbfinningulingSuspended Game
-the visiting team scores two or three runs in the top of the sixth inning and the sixth inning is not comple
nor does the home team retake the lead in the bottom of theRixXthg8nisgended Game
-The isiting team scores two or three runs in the top of the sixth inning and the home team retakes the le
in the bottom of the sixth inning. The game is called later in the bottom of the sixth or after six innings.
Ruling Complete Game

POINTS OF EMPHASIS- NON-INTERSCHOLASTIC RULE

COACHES

1 Coaches authorized by the Board of Education or other governing bguybl{ivaschool),
whether volunteer or paid may only coach members of their schdoltieand t edarmg thea | | 6
school seasoandfrom June Duly31IFthere are four or less team membesseredon the team.
9 _If there are five or more members oftheteam a O s ummer travel ball 6 t e
only 10coachingdays starting June 2016and ending July 32016 Please notdhe
instructional programequlations (8.2)YImentioned abovéf you coaclnstructmorethan four
individuals at any one tinfeom June duly 31that counts toward one of the 10 dags 10 day
limitation appéis to the entire coaching staff, collecyivElach individual coach doest get 10
days.
1 As a schootoachyoumay not coaemy member of your schooliteam i t e gasi@mesnbef df b a | |
a teamduring the fall or wirdpring r s ummer é UNLESS | T IS DURI NG TF
FROM JUNEJULY 31, (WITH RESTRICEEENABOYVEYou may not coach a df a
has a member of your schoolrtesgeredjor an indoor winter league ttesrhas a team member
rosteredrhe only time you may coach a member of your school tdavhateamas during the
school season and with restriction fromJlNBIOHSAA nanterscholastic regulations apply to
both high school and middle school coaches and their respective team members.
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STUDENTS AND COACHES

9 Students who are ncatating to high school, who participategtadeBs on a middle school team,
count against tfwur player limitattomr t he hi gh school beginning on
freshman year in high schoodming freshnyaimo did not parigieon a middle school team do not
count against the four player limitation as described in Softbal Regalatioent whlid not
participate on a school softball team during the previous (most recent) school season would count as a
member dhe school team.

1 Softball regulatio6.2also applies to middle school teaystudent who will be entering her freshman
year who has participate on a middle school softball team, will continue to count against the four player
limitatiom regard tbe middle school teamil August 1 of her freshman year. Prior to August 1, the
student will count against the middle school limitation. Member schools thaarfie & ttiea 7
team, students who participate on either team are consigaredftO N& SCHOIHAM inegard
to Softball Regulatid2l6 Member High Schools that have multiple softlfaiestenasdV, Varsity)
have only ONE SCHA®BAM fagourposes of this bylaw. There can be no more than four members from
the same schdelm, except during the school season &he frerirod beginning the Fridasebef
Memorial Day weekend (May 27%; 201812016 See the 26416 Softball Regulations regarding
indoor softbafirom NovembeF&bruary, there is no restrictiothennumber of members from the
same school team that may particigatennioor softball tdaem indoor softball leadgiteere is also
no restriction on the number of students from the same school team that may participate together from t
Friday befe Memorial Diajuly31PROVIDEfDes t udent 6 s school team has ¢
season.
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shutterstock - 173626340

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF HIGH SCISOBLBALL PRESENTATION SLIDES
The following pages referencing the NFHS Softball Rules Changes and Points of Esvgphgsiovided
compliments of the National Federationf High SchoolsTHIS INFRMATION IS ALSO IN THE NFHS
2016SOFTBALL RULES BOOK.

National Federation of State
High Scheol Asscciations

NFHS
Softball Information

Take Part
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2016 NFHS Softball Rules and

Case Book as E-Books

» Electronic Versions of the NFHS Softball
Rules and Case Book are now available for
purchase as e-books.

» Apple users can visit iTunes for available
books.

= Apple, Android and Kindle users can buy e-
books from Amazon.com and view them
through the Kindle app.

= Price: $5.99 each m m
K

= Visit www.nfhs.org/ebooks —
for more information. —

Mational Federation of State
High Scheal Associabons

NFHS Softball

2016
Rules Changes

Take Part. Get Set For Life
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SUBSTITUTIONS
RULE 2-57-4 New

P

A projected substitute is the act of entering a substitute
without first removing a player from that position in the
line-up.

SUBSTITUTIONS
RULE 2-57-4 New

p——— Jackson is batting for Abel;
when we go on defense,
Abel will re-enter. -
PROJECTED SUBSTITUTE

(llegal)

Umpire: "l can take Jackson

for Abel now, but you will

have to re-enter Abel when
she goes back into the

|8 5 | game."
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SUBSTITUTIONS
RULE 2-57-4 New

== Team is coming to bat in the
it o bottom of the 7% inning.
. Coach wants to put in
- Jackson, Knutson, Larson.
"t This is not a projected
| substitute, just multiple
e substitutes.

REFEFEE EMTERPRIEES

Mational Federation of State
High Scheal Associabons

NFHS Softball

2016
Major Editorial Changes

TEl‘-.E' F‘art. 12T el For £
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One American Flag

(3-2-4)

One American flag (2 inch x 3 inch maximum)
may be worn or occupy space on the jersey.
By state association adoption, for special
occasions, commemorative or memorial
patches, not to exceed 4 square inches,

may be worn on the jersey.

EQUIPMENT
RULE 3-2-4

A commemorative patch may be placed on a jersey with
state association approval. A number should not be used
in the memorial patch.

REFEFEE ENTERPREES INC. 2015
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Matiznal Federation of State
High Schoal Asscclations

NFHS Softball

2016
Points of Emphasis

Take Part. Get Set For Life

STRIKE ZONE (FP)

The NFHS Softball Rules Committee
believes that improvements have
been made in helping umpires
identify the strike zone for each
hitter.

Additional work on this issue is
needed to make the game fair for
all hitters. There is no such thing
as a common strike zone for all
hitters.
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STRIKE ZONE (FP)

The strike zone for fast-pitch is the space
over any part of home plate which is
between the batter's forward armpit and
the top of the knees when the batter
assumes a natural batting stance.

Any part of the ball passing through the
strike zone in flight over the plate shall
be considered a strike. The umpire
shall determine each batter's strike zone
according to the batter's usual stance.

Enforce the strike zone from the top of the knees and
especially the high end of the zone at the batter's forward
armpit.
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DP/FLEX EDUCATION
(3-3-6)

Coaches and umpires across the country
have expressed confusion regarding the
DP/FLEX (3-3-6). The NFHS Softball
Rules Committee reinforced its support
of the rule and encourages coaches and
umpires alike to utilize the resources
available that thoroughly explain the rule
and even provide some strategies for

@ using the rule.

DP/FLEX

: Batting# = Player#  Player Name | Position |
1 1" Alice F-2
2 12 Barbara F-5
3 13 Cathy F-3
4 14 Debra P
5 15 Emma F-8
B 16 Fiona F-7
7 17 Gine F-4
] 18 Halen F-6

| 8 19 Isabella F-3

| Doesn't Bat | 20 | lamis | FLEX

Coaches and umpires need to continue to utilize the
resources available that thoroughly explain rule 3-3-6,
including strategies for using the option.

REFEFEE ENTERPRIEES INC. 2015
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PITCHING (FP) 6-1-1

The NFHS Softball Rules
Committee believes the pitching
rule in fast pitch is in place to allow
pitchers with varying degrees of
pitching skills to pitch with success.
The present rule allows for coaches
and pitchers to determine the
pitching stance to use based on the
pitching strength of the pitcher.

PITCHING (FP) 6-1-1

STANCE

Pitchers must take (or simulate
taking) signals from the catcher with
their hands separated. The pivot
foot must be on or partially on the
pitcher’s plate and the non-pivot foot
in contact with or behind the pitcher’s
plate.
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PITCHING (FP) 6-1-1

STANCE

The pitcher must bring the hands
together in front of the body (one
time only) for not less than one
second and not more than 10
seconds before releasing the
ball.

40



