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However, a big challenge for Waynedale will come in neighboring
0DVVLOORQ 7XVODZ LQ WKH 5HJLRQ  ÀQDO :HGQHVGD\ QLJKW 7KH
Mustangs feature excellent balance in their lineup, including three
UHWXUQLQJ VWDWH TXDOLÀHUV 7KH SULPDU\ FKDOOHQJHU WR WKH 5HJLRQ 
winner will probably be the winner of the Region 17 championship dual
PHHW EHWZHHQ FRQIHUHQFH ULYDOV 'HOWD DQG$UFKEROG 'HOWD ÀQLVKHG
third in last year’s state individual tournament and returns three of their
IRXU VWDWH TXDOLÀHUVSODFHUV IURP ODVW \HDU ZKLOH$UFKEROG IHDWXUHV
multiple wrestlers in their lineup with state tournament experience. In
their league dual meet from December, Delta won 42-34.
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After 75 years of Ohio deciding its state championship wrestling
teams through the individual bracket tournament series, this is the
debut year for an OHSAA sanctioned wrestling team tournament
based on dual meets. In so doing, Ohio joins 16 other states, including
seven of the eight other states with a Big Ten college in them, to have
a state association sanctioned dual meet championship.
The Buckeye State has been blessed with excellent wrestling talent
on a year-to-year basis, as clearly indicated by Ohio natives’ success
at the NCAA Division I level. Fourteen national championships have
been won by Ohio prep stars in the last 11 years, including seeing at
least one Ohio native winning a title in nine of those seasons. Another
measure of this tradition is in the participation of Harry Lester and
Andy Hrovat as United States Olympians in Greco-Roman and
freestyle wrestling during the last two Olympic Games.
Now with the debut edition of the team wrestling state tournament,
it will be not only the elite wrestler that gets to experience the thrill
of competing in a state tournament setting, but all the members of
DZUHVWOLQJVTXDG7KRXJKPDQ\RIWKHSHUHQQLDOSRZHUVDVGHÀQHG
by success in the individual state tournament (including defending
state champions Lakewood St. Edward, St. Paris Graham Local, and
Apple Creek Waynedale) are in the hunt for a state team title, many
RIWKHWHDPVLQFRQWHQWLRQDUHQHZWRKDYLQJWRSÀQLVKHVDWWKHVWDWH
tournament level.
A team tournament is truly a unique event compared to the individual
WRXUQDPHQW2IWKHWHDPVLQUHJLRQDOÀQDOVIRU'LYLVLRQ,VHYHQGR
QRWKDYHDWRSWHQÀQLVKLQWKHLQGLYLGXDOVWDWHWRXUQDPHQWGXULQJWKH
ODVWÀYH\HDUV2IWKRVHVHYHQÀYHKDYHQRWÀQLVKHGLQWKHWRSWHQLQ
WKHODVWWHQ\HDUVZKLOHWZRRIWKRVHGRQRWHYHQKDYHDWRSÀQLVK
$PRQJWKH'LYLVLRQ,,UHJLRQDOÀQDOLVWVRQHKDOIRIWKHÀHOGGRHVQRW
KDYHDWRSWHQÀQLVKLQWKHODVWÀYHDQGWHQ\HDUVZKLOHVHYHQRIWKRVH
do not even have a single top 16 appearance in the last ten years. From
WKHÀHOGRIWHDPVLQWKH'LYLVLRQ,,,UHJLRQDOÀQDOVRQO\IRXUKDYHD
WRSWHQÀQLVKDWVWDWHLQWKHODVWÀYH\HDUVZKLOHVL[RIWKRVHUHPDLQLQJ
WHDPVKDYHQRWHYHQÀQLVKHGLQWKHWRSDWVWDWHGXULQJWKHODVW
ten years.
In Division III, defending state individual tournament champion
Apple Creek Waynedale enters this state team tournament as the
IDYRULWH+RZHYHUPLVVLQJIURPWKHÀHOGLVODVW\HDU·VVWDWHLQGLYLGXDO
tournament runner-up Troy Christian. Despite returning all of their
points from the 2012 state tournament, coming from four state placers,
WKH (DJOHV IHOO VKRUW LQ WKH ÀUVW URXQG RI WKH UHJLRQDO VHPLÀQDO ODVW
week against Versailles. Key wrestlers for the favored Bears include
returning state runners-up Zane Nelson (138) and Dakota Stanley
(170).
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Also, in Division III, LaGrange Keystone represents the lowest seed
UHPDLQLQJDPRQJWKHUHJLRQDOÀQDOLVWVDFURVVWKHWKUHHGLYLVLRQV
7KH:LOGFDWVZHUHVHHGHGÀIWKLQVXEUHJLRQ$DQGDUHRQHRIRQO\
two teams to advance with a seed below third. They travel to Kirtland,
which was seeded third in sub-region 19B for the Region 19 title.
In Division II, defending state individual tournament champion
St. Paris Graham Local, winner of 12 consecutive state individual
tournament titles, enters the debut team state championship as the
favorite. The Falcons are led by three-time state champion Bo Jordan
(160) and two-time state champion Micah Jordan (132). Other
contenders include Cuyahoga Valley Christian Academy, which has
ÀQLVKHG LQVLGH WKH WRS IRXU RI WKH VWDWH VWDQGLQJV WKH ODVW VL[ \HDUV
LQ HLWKHU 'LYLVLRQ ,, RU 'LYLVLRQ ,, DQG /H[LQJWRQ ZKR ÀQLVKHG DV
UXQQHUVXSODVW\HDUDQGKDYHÀQLVKHGWRSWHQDWVWDWHHDFKRIWKHODVW
four years.
7KH PRVW LQWHUHVWLQJ UHJLRQDO ÀQDO LQ 'LYLVLRQ ,, ZKLFK \LHOGV D
fourth contender, is in Region 12 between Urichsville Claymont and
Steubenville. The two teams wrestled in a dual meet on January 25,
which was won by the Mustangs 31-25 on a pin during the last match,
to avenge a 25-24 dual meet loss on criteria in the 2011-12 season. At
WKHVWDWHLQGLYLGXDOWRXUQDPHQWODVW\HDULWZDV6WHXEHQYLOOHÀQLVKLQJ
ÀIWKDQG&OD\PRQWVL[WK
Also, in Division II, Mantua Crestwood is the other squad out of the
UHPDLQLQJLQWKHUHJLRQDOÀQDOVURXQGZLWKDVHHGEHORZWKLUGLQ
their sub-regional. The fourth seeded Red Devils travel to Perry for
the Region 11 title Wednesday night.
In Division I, defending state individual tournament champion
Lakewood St. Edward, which has won 15 of the last 16 such titles,
enters this team state championship as the favorites. The Eagles are
led by three-time state champion Dean Heil (132), two-time state
FKDPSLRQ'RPHQLF$ERXQDGHU  DQGWZRWLPHVWDWHUXQQHU
up Edgar Bright (145). Other contenders include Massillon Perry,
ZKLFKKDVÀQLVKHGVHFRQGRUWKLUGDWWKHVWDWHLQGLYLGXDOWRXUQDPHQW
for ten consecutive years; and Cincinnati Archbishop Moeller, which
KDVWHQFRQVHFXWLYHWRSWHQÀQLVKHVDWWKHVWDWHLQGLYLGXDOWRXUQDPHQW
7KHPRVWLQWHUHVWLQJUHJLRQDOÀQDOLQ'LYLVLRQ,ZKLFK\LHOGVDIRXUWK
contender, is in Region 2 between Brecksville-Broadview Heights and
:DGVZRUWK%UHFNVYLOOHKDVÀQLVKHGLQWKHWRSWHQGXULQJÀYHRIWKH
last six years, while Wadsworth was state champion in 2010 and has
FRQVHFXWLYHWRSWHQÀQLVKHVDVZHOODVIURPWKHODVWVHDVRQV
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